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Business meeting during 
reunion to determine the 
future of the AMA Legacy 


"Each and every alumnus of Augusta Military Academy 


is a stakeholder in our future.” 

So says the Chairman of the Augusta Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Blaine 
Clarke, 72, who invites all alumni to attend a business meeting on Friday evening 25 
April during Reunion 2014. 

At 1800 just before the Friday Banquet, AMA alumni are urged to gather in the Holiday 
inn Ballrooms to hear and participate.in a discussion about the future of AMA. "We are all 
inthis together," says Clarke. 

Efforts remain focused on having our museum accredited by the American Association 
of Museums (AAM) (which likely is eighteen months to two years off), the purpose of which 
is to put AMA on the list for private and government foundation grants. "But even 
accomplishing this laudable goal will not give us money for the costs of operations,” says 
Clarke. “We need to take a serious long look at our future in the hope that the legacy of 
our little school will be of sufficient importance to merit the continued support of our 
dwindling alumni base.” 

The Future is Now fund raising campaign was modestly successful, yet we need many 
more of our alumni and friends contributing. Only five per cent of those who receive The 
Bayonet make any contribution to our expenses. 

The AMA Museum is the best vehicle for keeping our efforts advancing and there is a 
cost involved. Our Legacy Scholarships enable contributors to the Foundation to take 
deductions on their State and. Federal tax returns and there is a cost involved. The 
Bayonet is published and distributed three times a year (down from four times) and there 
is a cost involved. 

“Lam hoping that we can have a productive discussion on plans to address our future," 
says Clarke. "If you are reading this article, then you are an important part of the answer 
to that question, not just in terms of financial support but with your ideas for our future. 
Where to get volunteers for the museum and the reunions? How can we best sell 
ourselves to those who won't be at reunion? | very much look forward to a wide ranging 
discussion about our future. Please, please plan to attend and participate." 
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In January 1984, cadets q q tf 
came back from Christ- oS 
mas Holiday to find our . Eos 


school closed. It was a 
tough time for the AMA 
boys. Right, Gustavo 
Campos embraces Lieu- 
tenant Tim Thompson 
on 11 January 1984 af- 
ter word came that the 
school would not re- 
open. At left is Chief 
Chester Cole. The story 
begins on page 33. 
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Dear AMA Brothers, 


dinner will be served Friday night. 


Augusta Military Academy 
Alumnt Association, Ine. 


Winter 2014 


Saturday night will see our Awards Banquet with a plated dinner. 
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First, let me wish to all of you a Happy New Year hoping that it will be a better one than last year. 


As all of you know, our 2014 reunion is approaching rapidly. There will be changes again this year as we have " 
listened to the comments made on last year’s survey forms. 


On Thursday evening, we will again meet at the Club at Ironwood (formerly the Staunton Country Club) for our 
opening reception. Also new is a Friday night business dinner in the Ballrooms at the Holiday Inn, an in depth 
meeting on where we are going with the Alumni Association and Alumni Foundation, and how to get there. A plated 


After we conduct our Association and Foundation meetings, Crysta Stephenson and Paul Karch, ‘79, will discuss 
museum accreditation and fund raising outside of our alumni base. Needless to say, these topics are most important 
and we want to share detailed information with you. 


We have been able to work out arrangements with our landlords to have the Saturday luncheon in our gymnasium. 
We thank the Pentecostal Church leadership for working with us to make this happen. 


The AMA Museum will be open for you (and the public) to visit throughout the weekend. The Confederate 
encampment will be in Front of Big Barracks and all are invited to see how Southern soldiers lived 150 years ago. 


In closing, congratulations are in order for Jack White, ‘69, owner of New Point Oyster Company, LLC. He is now 
the Honorable Jack White after having been elected to a seat on the Mathews County (VA) Board of Supervisors. 


teve Trent, ‘7 


Suffolk, Virginia 


President, AMA Aiumni Association 
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The Bayonet is distributed to alumni and 
friends of the Augusta Military Academy. 
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to: AugustaMilitaryAcademy@verizon.net. 
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The Bayonet welcomes information and 
articles for or about AMA alumni. Share the 
news of promotions, awards, retirement, 
births, marriages, deaths, etc. Please print 


or type your submission. Digital photos 
should be in at least 300 dpi resolution and, 
if possible, in TIF format. Clear and correctly 
exposed glossy prints are also welcomed. 
Mail, e-mail or FAX information to: 
Bob Bradford 
1687 Schillers Court 
Folsom, CA 95630 
Phone 916/817-8586 
FAX 916/817-8596 
e-mail: AMABayonet@aol.com 


1946 
Bob Lappin was a combat company 
commander in the Korean War. An 
attorney and CPA, he is now enjoying 
playing golf whenever the weather in 
Florida permits. He lives in Palm 
Beach Gardens. 
[rslappin@gmail.com] 


1947 

Colonel Sam Conley has been diag- 
nosed with unilateral left vocal chord 
paralysis but Terry says, "We will 
muddle through." We are thinking 
about both of you. The Conleys live in 
Sierra Vista, AZ. 

[sam_conley@cox.net] 


1948 
Ernest Click and Marge have been 
taking short trips with their RV club in 
Florida with visits to Cedar Key, Hobe 
Sound, Jacksonville, Winter Haven 
and Dade City. [erniec235@aol.com] 


1949 
Colonel Jim Councill and Mary Alice 
have been to all 50 states and 83 
countries during and since his 30 year 
service in the Air Force. They have 
been married for 60 years and Jim 
says, "Mary Alice loved being an Air 
Force wife." [jwcouncill@satx.rr.com] 


Frank Spencer reports that his Ida is 


much improved after suffering a hair- . 


line fracture in her lower right leg. 
Ironically, she and Frank were leaving 
a therapist’s office when she fell in the 
parking lot. The cast is now off her leg 
and we wish for her a rapid and com- 
plete recovery. In January, she got 
the sad news that her brother had 
passed away at the VA Hospital in 
Salem. We offer our sympathy. The 
Spencers are dedicated vulunteers! 
[frankspencer53@gmail.com] 


1950 
Ed Click and Sue took a Caribbean 
cruise in January, went home to 
Staunton for a week and then headed 
for San Diego where they boarded a 
cruise that took them to Hawaii, Bora 
Bora, Tahiti and Fiji. All to get away 
from that horrid winter weather at 
home. [edwin.click@verizon.net] 


Jim Starnes and Mary live in Silver 


Spring, MD where they have been in 
the Riderwood Village retirement com- 
munity for eleven years. We always 
will be grateful to Jim for his undiluted 
support for getting our school reopen- 
ed when it closed 30 years ago. (See 
story on page 33) We were distressed 
to learn that Jim has the beginnings of 


AMBASSADORS SHIRLEY at home 
in Stonington, CT. "Jocko," ‘49, 
was U. S. Ambassador to Tanzania 
while Katherine was Ambassador 
to Senegal. Jock says, "When 
Kathy and | married, it was the first 
time in the history of the Foreign 
Service when either husand or wife 
was not required to resign." 
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Parkinson’s Disease. We are thinking 
about you, Jim and Mary. 
[jimstarnes3@comcast.net] 


1951 
Jon Bowman retired from the US 
Army with 25 years of service. 
Afterwards, he and his wife start- 
ed a business distributing concrete 


products in Apex, NC. Unhappily, she 


passed away two years ago and Jon 
is now recovering from stint surgery. 


Rod Willey and Ruth spent a week in 
Aruba in February. They met up with 
Ed and Sue Click who were on a 
Caribbean cruise. 
[rodwilley8@yahoo.com] 


1952 
Brian Gardner worked for Boeing for 
32 years and lives in Bellevue, WA. 
Brian was in the engineering depart- 
ment and helped design many Boeing 
aircraft plus the Space Shuttle. He is 
married to Colonel Gardner's niece. 


1953 
Bill Saunders is the President of 
Taniswood Enterprises in Lynchburg. 
He graduated from North Carolina 
with a business administration degree. 


Ozzie Ferro spent his 79" birthday on 
board a ship to The Bahamas. "/ 
enjoyed the ship and the Italian food 
and didn’t even bother to get off when 
we reached port!" 
[ferroozzie@att.net] 


Alex Wattay has donated his AMA 
class ring to the AMA Museum. Thank 
you, Alex! [dialwat@aol.com] 


1954 
Bob Harris has the happy news that 
Kathy’s COPD, while still a major 
health issue, is better than it was two 
years ago. He credits "the wonderful 
doctors at the University of Virginia 
who know what to do and when to do 
it." Bob and Kathy have five great- 
grandchildren ranging in age from 21 

months to eight years. 
[bhariii@aol.com] 


1960 
David Price lives in Bryan, TX and is 
back on our mailing list. Welcome 
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back, David! Come to the reunion! 
{dphhomes@suddenlink.com] 


Frank Williamson and Bev are justly 
proud of grandson, Houston. A soph- 
omore at Hampden-Sydney, he is co- 
captain of the tennis team and Vice 
President and Rush Chairman at 
Kappa Sigma. Congratulations to 
Houston and to his grandparents! 
As a sidenote, Frank advised us 
that the children’s section of the 
Hampden-Sydney Library is named 
for Bill Armstrong, ‘32, a HSC 
alumnus and author of Sounder. 
[frankbev1@aol.com] 


1961 

Jim Crawford says that he has fin- 
ished with coaching football at 
Marist School in Atlanta but Betty 
says, "We are not sure we believe 
him! He loves coaching so much. 
When comparing his hours worked 
to compensation, he earns between 
six and seven cents an hour, and | 
think that is a pretty good wage for 
a guy his age!" 

[jfcrawford@me.com] 


1966 
Linwood Bennett has donated to 
the AMA Museum a guidon from 
Band Company. He owns a Harley 
and may join the Roller Riders for 
their post reunion trek. 


Forbes Braithwaite is having a battle 
with stage four liver cancer. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with you, 
Forbes. _ 


Henry Brostek had a stroke last 
August and thankfully is recovering. 


Richard Lassiter has a seven month 
old baby. Congratulations! He plans 
on coming to the reunion in April. 
Bring the baby! 


Terry Yeomans is fighting cancer at 
home in Binghampton, NY where he 
lived when he attended AMA. Terry 
played basketball and baseball at 
Augusta. We are pulling for you, Terry. 


Mitch Zinder and his brother operate 
a concession supply and restaurant 
supply business in Richmond. The 
business was founded by their father. 


At AMA, he managed the basketball 
team. [m.zinder@verizon.net] 


Lacey King attended AMA for one 
post graduate year. Lacey is the 
Mayor of Staunton and the previous 
Deputy Chief of Police. He played JV 
basketball his one year at Augusta. 


MY COUSIN, THE LAWYER - Victor Gomez, 
‘69, was pleased to welcome back to AMA 
his cousin, Jaime Eduardo Gomez, ‘83, 
who practices law in La Vega, Dominican 
Republic. Jaime came back with his 
parents, Jesus and Daisy, and, according 
to Victor "bought lots of stuff in the PX." 
Pictured above are Jaime, Museum Docent 
Doug Carter, ‘72, and Victor. 


1962 
Mac Coiner has retired from the Bank 
of America and lives in Richmond. 
Mac is a member of the Roller Society 
and has provided valuable help at the 
museum. [maccoiner@verizon.net] 


1963 

“Peachy” Schwarzmann remembers 
that he was standing with the Corps of 
Cadets when President Eisenhower 
came around the Bowl in his limo to 
review the Corps. John says, “/t was 
raining that day. Does anyone else 
remember?" 


1964 
John Hipp attended James Madison 
University and is now a real estate 
broker in Winter Garden, FL. 
[iohnhipp@cfl.rr.com] 


1966 
Tom Haley has retired as Sheriff of 
Wayne County, Michigan. Tom lives in 
Detroit. [tomhaley1221@yahoo.com] 


1967 

Rick Smail had knee replacement 
surgery at Thanksgiving. “/ never had 
to use a walker or a cane," says Rick. 
Rick and Mary Ann celebrated their 
40" anniversary last year. Rick 
topped off 2013 by earning his DC- 
3 type rating which allows him to sit 
in the captain's seat on the Flag- 
ship Detroit DC-3 which will be visit- 
ing various air shows around the 

country this year. (See page 31) 
{ricksmail@aol.com) 


Mac McInnis and Mary Kay are en- 
joying life at Kailua Kona on 
Hawaii's Big Island with their two 
dogs, Phoebe and Pua. 
[cmcinnis@hawaii.rr.com] 


Don Johnson has made a very 
generous contribution to the AMA 
Alumni Foundation. Thanks for your 
support, Don! 


Steve Bailey lives in Fairfax where 
he is employed by Meriel, LTD. He 
was from Ashland, KY when he 
was at AMA and attended North 
Carolina Wesleyan. 


1968 

Gordon Metz missed last year's re- 
union for the first time since his father 
passed away. Gordon is a Regional 
Vice President of the Farm Bureau 
and had a lot of travel last year "but / 
hope to get back in the AMA swing 
this year." We'll be looking forward to 
seeing you, Gordon. Didn't seem like 
a reunion with you not there. 

[GordonRMetz@gmail.com] 


1969 

Jack White was elected to a seat on 
the Mathews County (VA) Board of 
Supervisors in the elections this past 
November. Congratulations, Jack! He 
is an oyster farmer who brings his 
delicious bivalves to each reunion. 

[oysterking@earthlink.net] 


Victor Gomez has moved from his 
long time home in Alexandria to 


Centerville to be nearer to his job in 
Chantilly, near Dulles Airport. 
[victorr.gomez@verizon.net] 


1970 
B. J. d'Orsay, AMA's webmaster, 
lives with wife Jan in Lubbock, TX. He 
has been very busy with his model 
railroading projects creating lifelike 
modules with realistic buildings 
and scenery. He is President of 
the local railroad club this year 
and continues his dedication to 
the d'Orsay Railroad Empire. 
[webmaster@amaalumni.org] 


Larry Wilson is owner and 
manager of Bird's Nest Boats in 
Deltaville, VA. 


Jim Johnson met a highly res- 
pected antique firearms appraiser, 
one David Condon of Middleburg 
who was "very complimentary of 
our AMA Museum. Kudos to all of 
you who have put in so much 
time and effort into making the 
museum such a grand place." 


Paul V. Peters is the Quality Control 
Manager at Skanska USA in Fawn 
Grove, PA. [pcwelding@earthlink.net] 


1971 

Jorge Rovirosa and Kiki were able to 
have their entire family gather for 
Thanksgiving in the mountains of 
Georgia - 13 adults, five children and 
a baby! “It took three years of plan- 
ning and coordination to get everyone 
to the Rovirosa Tree House in Big 
Canoe, Georgia," said Jorge. 

[jorge@Farovi.com 


1972 
Chris Hart had the high bid for the 
on-line NASCAR tickets in May. He is 
taking his friend to the Daytona 500 in 
February and The Bayonet will have 
photos in the Summer issue. 
[bigdoginmd1 @comcast.net] 


JWarren Fleming is a adjunct pro- 
fessor at Montgomery College and 
President of the Damascus Connect 
Committee of Montgomery County, 
MD. [wkfleming@qst-inc.com] 


Tom Barnes is Land Officer for EC 


Source Services in Las Vegas. 
[vegasbroncofan@yahoo.com] 


1973 
Mark Coolahan visited the Museum 
in the Fall. He recently had a stroke. 
[bullseyees1 @yahoo.com] 
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HAWAII VACATION - David Spencer, ‘76, son 
of Frank Spencer, ‘49, visited with Shawn 
Ogimachi, ‘77, and Toni at their new vacation 
home in Hilo on the Big Island. Shown with 
David are Sandy and Paige. 


Billy Sturgis is President of the 

Warehouse Creek Recording Com- 

pany in Nassawadox, VA 
[warehouse@esva.net] 


1975 
Major General Larry Nicholson and 
Deb hope to make it back for Reunion 
2014. He is Commanding General of 
the 1* Marine Division, headquarter- 
ed at Camp Pendleton, CA. 


Brett Thompson traveled to The 
Philippines at Christmas time to visit 
with Steve Traylor, °72, who is trying 
to conjure up a way to make a profit 
on coconut husks. While there, Brett 
got to know Annaliza who, he says, 
"took a liking to me." Brett plans to go 
back soon and might start the paper 
work to bring Annaliza to the States. 
in time for the reunion, we hope! Son 
Will has been hamed Defense Coordi- 
nator for Fauquier County (VA) and 
will be teaching at either Culpeper or 
Fauquier. [classicrider@gmail.com] 


1976 
Kirk Pope has a new snail mail 
address: P.O. Box 243, Lewes, DE 
19958. He continues to recover from 
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cancer surgery. [kapj@verizon.net] 
1977 

Lee Lewis owns Lewis Advertising in 
Rocky Mount, NC. His son, Ryan, ran 
with the bulls in Pamplona, Spain last 
summer. No injury reported! 


Charles Roller Livick gives us 
the bad news that he has Stage 4 
lung, brain and liver cancer. The 
cancer was discovered after he 
had been hospitalized for 
thrombosis in his legs. Says 
Charlie, "! want to beat this. | 
recall those childhood days with 
my friends, my AMA brothers, 
summers at the Springs, Cottage 
B and Army days in Hawaii." He 
and his family live in Harrisburg, 
PA. His parents are Colonel Mal 
and Linda Livick. 


Mac McWilliams also has con- 
tracted lung cancer. He is starting 
chemo and radiation before there 
are any thoughts about surgery. 
Stay tough, Mac. 
{mac21804@yahoo.com] 


1978 
Jeffrey Lee Campbell lives in Bir- 
mingham where he works for the 
University of Alabama. 


1979 
Patrick Prevatte is the manager of 
Lowe's in Fairmont, NC. 


1984 
Chris Meek had a health scare in 
early November. In his words, “My 
gall bladder ruptured and went septic. 
! had that taken care of only to 
discover on further review of the CT 
scan that | had renal cell carcinoma 
in my left kidney. That kidney with 
Stage 3 cancer was removed suc- 
cessfully in December and it looks 
like they got it all." Damn, Chris. This 
isn't supposed to happen to someone 
your age. Take care! Chris is very 
grateful to all of his AMA brothers who 
prayed for him and supported him in 
other ways. But, hey! All's well that 
ends well. He and Trish had a Feb- 
ruary wedding and we are hoping they 
will have many healthy years together! 

[cmeek15@ec.rr.com] 
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JO Years Ago 


It was announced that Colonel Bill 
Sedr, AMA's last headmaster, will 
attend Reunion 2004 to award cer- 
tificates to cadets who would have 
been in the Class of 1984. 


The new paver patio and flags of the 
six military services are in place in 
front of the Museum. 


Plans progressed to have signs in- 
stalled on 1-81 and Route 11 point- 
ing the way to AMA. 


Tommy Clements, ‘50, recalls his 
five great years at Augusta. 


Roger Messick, ‘52, remembers his 
"scary second day" at AMA. Having 
put his fears aside, Roger went on to 
become Battalion Commander. 


Ways to support our military 


Upgrade a soldier’s helmet: For 
$35, you can provide a cushioning 
helmet for a service member protect- 
ing against traumatic brain injury. 
operation-helmet.org 


Pets for vets: Pairs shelter dogs with 

veterans to help ease the emotional 

wounds of war. Volunteers needed! 
pets-for-vets.com 


Baby shower: Volunteer or send a 

gift to an expectant mother whose 

husband is deployed or injured. 
operationshower.org 


Mail a care package: See specific re- 
quests for reading materials, DVDs, 
games and such for members of ail 
five branches of the military. Pack the 
items with a letter from you and ship 
them off. booksforsoldiers.com 


Mortgage-free homes for vets: This 
is a program sponsored by Country 
Music Star Tim McGraw. He has 
raised money to provide mortgage- 
free homes for veterans and service 
members who are in need. 
timmcgraw.com 


More Korean War vets 


After the publication in the last issue 
of AMA alumni who have self identi- 
fied as veterans of the Korean War, 
several former cadets or their sur- 
vivors have come forward to add 
these names to the AMA Korean War 
Honor Roll: 


Robert Lappin, ~46 
Lewis Henry Beazlie, ~47 
Jim’ Chezem, “48 
Edgar Stokes Daniels, ©49 
Thorne McLoney, “49 
Alex Wattay, ©53 


If there are other names to add to 
the Honor Roll, please let us know. 


QOPS Rex Rumley, ‘69, was listed in 
the Fall 2013 issue as being in the 
Class of 1967. Sorry, Rex. 

in the listing of those who were on 
active duty in the Korean War, both 
the late Ronnie Mahanes and Ozzie 
Ferro were listed in the Class of 
1954. 

In fact, both graduated in 1953. 


wha Sa De hab. 


The D-Day Memorial in 
Bedford will mark 70" 
anniversary of invasion 


The National D-Day Memorial in 
Bedford is preparing to mark the 
Normandy invasion’s 70" anniversary 
with a veterans’ parade on Saturday 7 
June. The Bedford Town Beil will toll 
19 times at the parade’s conclusion to 
honor the 19 Bedford natives who 
were killed in the invasion of Nazi 
held Europe on 6 June 1944. 


SIGN UP EARLY 
AND SAVE! 


Sign up early for Reunion 
2014 and you can save up to 
$50 a couple! Send in your 
blue registration form before 
10 March and you will save 
$25 per person, or $50 per 
couple. 


SIGN UP EARLY AND SAVE! 


ha Ba Beha. 


Voyage into History aboard the 
World War Il Liberty Ship JOHN W BROWN 


Tickets are $140 ea 


This six hour day cruise 
features a continental 
breakfast, lunch buffet, music 
of the 40’s, period 
entertainment & flybys of 
wartime aircraft (conditions 
permitting). Tour museum 
spaces, crew quarters, bridge 
& much more. View the 140- 


ton triple-expansion steam 
engine as it powers the ship 
through the water. 
2014 Cruises on the Chesapeake Bay 
May 24, June 14, September 6 & October 4 
Gift certificates available 


Group rates available 


To order Cruise tickets call: 410-558-0164 in Bao 
Ticket order forms available on our website at: www www liberty-ship.c com 
Last day to order tickets is 14 days before the cruise. 

Conditions and penalties apply to cancellations 


Project Liberty Ship is a Baltimore based, all volunteer, nonprofit organization 


4-27 APRIL |; 


FORT DEFIANCE AND STAUNTON 
HEADQUARTERS: HOLIDAY INN 
GoLF AND CONFERENCE CENTER 


IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN! Time to get back to 
The Valley in the Springtime to be with old 
and new friends at the annual AMA reunion. 
150 years after Union troops burned the 
Valley, the Friday motorcoach trip will be 
going to those areas and Dr. Mary DeCredico 
will tell us about what the war meant to the 
Valley. There will be golf on Friday and the 
Sporting Clay Shoot Saturday with friends 
from our former rival military schools taking 
part. The Thursday reception at the Club at 
Ironwood will be back and Founder's Day will 
be held in the Stone Church Cemetery. The 
Saturday lunch will be in the AMA Gymnasium 
and Confederate reenactors will be camped in 
front of Big Barracks, just as Southern soldiers 
were a century and a half ago. AMA Alumni 
Medals will be presented, AMA Legacy 
Scholarships will be awarded and the latest 
Sports Hall of Fame members will be 
inducted. And there will be an important 
meeting to discuss the future of our legacy. 
This is a reunion you will not want to miss! 
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Tentative schedule, 2014 Augusta Military Academy Reunion 


THURSDAY 24 APRIL 


10:00 AM ... Alumni House/Museum open 
12:00 Noon - 4:00 PM Registration 
PX open, Silent Auction begins 

Tower of Power sales begin 

Reunion Plaza, Holiday Inn 


12:00 Noon - 4:00 PM Refreshments served 
Sodas, ice, cookies, pretzels, chips 
Reunion Plaza, Holiday inn 


ee ee en Opening reception 
The CLUB AT IRONWOOD 
(formerly the STAUNTON Country Club) 


7:00 PM - 12:00 Midnight . Hospitality hours 
PX open, Silent Auction, Tower of Power 
Reunion Plaza, Holiday Inn 

FRIDAY 25 APRIL 


7:30 AM - 5:30 PM Registration 
Reunion Plaza, Holiday Inn 


7:30 - 11:00 AM Coffee service 


Reunion Plaza, Holiday Inn 


8:00- 8:30AM ....... Golfers depart for 


Waynesboro Country Club 

9:00 AM ....... PX open, Silent Auction, 
Tower of Power, Reunion Plaza, Holiday Inn 
9:00 AM ... AMA Open Golf Tournament 
Waynesboro Country Club 
Contact: Paul Poluito - cpp2q@virginia.edu 


9:00 AM .. Motor Coach tour of the Valley 
where, in 1864, Union troops killed livestock 
and burned mills, homes and factories, 150 
years ago Luncheon included 

Wine tasting at Barren Ridge Vineyards 
Meet in parking lot at rear of the Holiday Inn 

Tour guide: Dr. Mary DeCredico, USNA 

Hosted by Bev and Frank Williamson, °60 


12:00 Noon - 5:30 PM .... Refreshments 
Reunion Plaza, Holiday Inn 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM Museum open 


PX closes 


Sane teats Motor coach tour returns 
5:00 PM . Registration open, Reunion Plaza 


5:00-6:00 PM ..... 


Open Bar, Ballroom 
Holiday Inn 


G00 PM see eee ewes Business Meeting 
ALL alumni invited (Jackets, no tie, no jeans) 
Holiday Inn Ballrooms 

Foundation Trustees, Association Board meet 
Annual membership meeting 

Crysta Stephenson, Museum Accreditation 

Open microphone - Town Hail Meeting 

The future of AMA! 
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Yat fee Sis BS Sicsees Dinner is served 


Paul Karch, “79 - Fundraising report 
Election of officers 
First Tower of Power drawing 


8:30 PM .... Cash Bar reopens, Ballroom 


12:00 Midnight... .. Hospitality hours end 


Reunion Plaza closes 


SATURDAY 26 APRIL 
Attire all day: Casual 


Allday ....... Confederate Encampment 
Augusta Stone Church (tentative) 
AUP AY: ccc en eee ebe gs Tower of Power 


10:00 AM - 4:00 PM . AMA Museum open 


9:00 AM .. PX, Silent Auction open 
Reunion Plaza, Holiday Inn 
11:00 AM .... Founder's Day ceremonies 


Augusta Stone Church Cemetery 
Master of Ceremonies: Chris Meek, °84 
Virginia Military Institute Color Guard 
Confederate reenactors Honor Guard 
Alumni who have passed on since 
Reunion 2013 will be remembered 

Taps by VMI bugler 


12:00 Noon ... Soupy sounds, VMI bugler 


12:15:PM jsa45 Lunch, AMA Gymnasium 


Master of Ceremonies: Steve Trent, 70 
President, AMA Alumni Association 


Presentation of the Colors: 
Virginia Military Institute Color Guard 


Remembering Roller Society members 


Awarding AMA Alumni Medals 
Blaine Clarke, *72 


AMA Open Golf Trophy presented 
inductions into Sports Hall of Fame 


The Burning: Civil War in the Valiey 
Dr. Mary DeCredico, USNA 


Following lunch, please visit the 
Confederate encampment in front 
of Big Barracks 


200) PM ss goz esc Gacies Sporting Clay Shoot 
Flying Rabbit, Harrisonburg 

Contact: Blaine Clarke, *72 at: 
Blaine.Clarke@comcast.net 

4:00 PM ... Refreshments, Reunion Plaza 
6:00-7:00 PM ............ Open Bar 


Holiday Inn Ballrooms 
All proceeds to the AMA Alumni Foundation 


7:00 PM . . Annual Awards Banquet 
(Business attire) Holiday Inn Ballrooms 


Results of Annual Sporting Clay Shoot 
Awarding AMA Legacy Scholarships 


Honor Classes recognized - 1944, 1947, 
1954, 1957, 1964, 1967, 1974, 1977, 1984 


Second Tower of Power drawing 
§0/50 drawing 
Pe aaa eae Silent Auction closes 


9:00 PM . Silent Auction winners announced 
Items must be picked up at PX by 10:00 PM 


12:00 Midnight ..... Hospitality hours end 
Reunion Plaza closes 


SUNDAY 27 APRIL 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM Museum open 


11:00AM ..... Regular Sunday Services 
Augusta Stone Church 
12:00 Noon ....... Roller Riders depart 


From front of Big Barracks 


> 


yy 
—_ 


CHANGES 


At Reunion 2014, we need to have some 
serious discussions about where we are and 
where we are going. We have just completed 
Phase I of the FUTURE IS NOW campaign 
with mixed results. Accreditation for our 
museum is probably 18 months to two years 
away. In the meantime, we have to decide if 
what we have is worth maintaining. 


On Friday evening at 1800, we will have a 
discussion about our future and we hope 
that every alumnus and AMA friend will 
take part or at least listen carefully. 


The general membership meeting normally 
held on Saturday morning will be on Friday 
evening when we will get an update on our 
museum and a report on obtaining funds 
outside our alumni family. These are critical 
issues which impact our future. Be thinking 
about what AMA's legacy means to you. 


at Reunion 2014! 


Enjoy the annual Sporting Clay Shoot 


Saturday 26 April at the Flying Rabbit in 
Harrisonburg. The shoot 
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begins at 2:00 PM 


4 % All invited. to shoot: alumni, friends of 
alumni, ladies, teens. We'll be joined 
‘ ‘ wre by shooters from some of our rivals 

from the past - Fishburne, Fork Union, SMA 


and others. A great and memorable outing! 


Contact Blaine Clarke at: Blaime.Clarke@comcast.net 
Trophies awarded! A great afternoon guaranteed! 
Bring your own weapon or we’Il furnish one for you! 


FORT DEFIANCE AREA HOTELS 


AMA does NOT make hotel reservations 


REUNION HEADQUARTERS HOTEL 
The Holiday Inn Golf and Conference Center 
Exit 225 off |-81, 152 Fairway Lane, Staunton 
540/248-6020 - $89.99 per night plus tax 


Days Inn Business Place 
Exit 225 off {-81 
Opposite the Holiday Inn 
540/248-0888 
Phone for quote 


Best Western 
Exit 222 off !-81 
92 Rowe Road 
4 miles from Holiday Inn 
1/800/752-9471 
$79.99 per night plus tax 


Sleep Inn 
Exit 222 off I-81 
222 Jefferson Highway 
4 miles from Holiday Inn 
540/887-6500 
$79.99 per night plus tax 


Hampton Inn 
Exit 220 off !-814 
40 Payne Lane 
5 miles from Holiday Inn 
540/886-7000 
$79.99 per night plus tax 


Hampton Inn, Fishersville 
Exit 91 off I-64 
9 miles from Holiday Inn 
540/213-9500 
$102 per night plus tax 


Marriott Residence Inn 
Waynesboro, Exit 94 off I-64 
44 Windigrove Drive 
12 miles from Holiday Inn 
1/800/228-2100 
Phone for quote 


THE 2014 AMA OPEN 


AT LAST YEAR'S VENUE 
Friday 25 April at 9 AM - Shotgun start 


A four-person scramble (Captain's choice) with all proceeds to the 
AMA Alumni Foundation. All are 
welcome! Men, ladies and teens 

Use every player's tee shot twice. Lowest score 


wins! 1°, 2" and Last Place Prizes awarded plus WAY NESBORO 


Longest Drive, Closest to the Pin and Best Putt. COUNTRY CLU 


Drawing for Mulligan Prizes! $10 per mulligan, limit 
two per player. 


FEES: $100* PER PERSON WHICH INCLUDES 18 HOLES, GREEN FEES, CART RENTAL, BOX 
LUNCH, REFRESHMENTS, GOODY BAG AND A DONATION TO THE AMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION 


* Includes two Mulligans 


We need your help in getting things for the Goody Bags. 
Golf balls, tees, towels, caps, umbrellas and we'll even take CASH! 
Contact PAUL POLUITO, ~73, at cpp2q@virginia.edu 


Thanks to Paul for hosting the AMA Open at his club — 
The Waynesboro Country Club 


TTC ia a a a a as Ta a ee | 
I 4 ! 
Sign up form for the 2014 AMA Open 
I ! 
| Name and Class Phone ( ) E-mail 
I | 
I. 1 
! Snail mail address 
I t 
I I 
| Handicap or last three scores ___ Will play with anyone [] OR team me with : 
I | 
{ i 
. and : 
| | 
| We have a foursome and : 
! and 
i ! 
i I 
| | 
' Make check payable to: We expect to have players E 
AMA Alumni Foundation from some of our rival 
I Mail form and check to: military schools! Fishburne, \ 
| AMA Golf, P. O. Box 100, Fork Union, Massanutten 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437 and others. More fun! 1 
: Photocopy will be accepted ' 
| 1 
| I 
| | 
f I 
ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee _! 


The Burning of the Valley, 1864 
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Reunion coach tour will retrace the destruction of mills, crops, 
barns, homes in the Valley by Union troops 150 years ago 


It was not wanton terrorism carried out by a few overzealous Northern soldiers. As Stephen Starr wrote, "It was 
committed systematically, and by order." It was the thirteen day burning of the Shenandoah Valley, the richest agricultural 
area in Virginia, a deliberate and well planned campaign to demolish Robert E. Lee's provisions of food, clothing and other 
necessities of an army in the field. It took place at the end of September and beginning of October, 1864, at the conclusion 


THE McCUE HOME, Belvidere, in a photo 
taken just after the war. In spite of fires set 
thoughout the house by Union troops, the 
house survived. 


cold rain, then turned north spreading his forces on 
both sides of the Valley Pike (today's US 11), burning 
as he went. One of the first places Custer's men 
encountered was Belvidere, the home of Thomas 
McCue. Soldiers went through the house setting fires 
while slaves followed at a discrete distance extin- 
guishing them. Thus does Belvidere still stand today 


and will be a stop on the tour. 


The tour will visit the Heritage Museum in Dayton 
which has a display on the burning and features an 
electronic map of Stonewall Jackson's Valley Cam- 
paign. Bridgewater was also in the path of destruction 
and the tour will visit the only gristmill to survive the 
holocaust in spite of having been set ablaze twice. It 


is still in operation. 


Other points of interest will be the spot where CSA 
General Turner Ashby was mortally wounded, the site 
of a Confederate hospital and Woodbine Cemetery 
where 250 Southern soldiers are buried. The tour 
ends at Lacey Spring, north of Harrisonburg, where 
George Custer's last cavalry action took place in 


December of 1864. 


Included in the tour is lunch at the Wood Grill in 
Harrisonburg and a visit to the Barren Ridge Vineyard 


of one of the best growing seasons in the Valley in many years. 

Starting at Fort Defiance and moving north, General Phil Sheridan's 
soldiers under the command of George Armstrong Custer burned 
barns and their contents, destroyed mills and furnaces, drove off or 
slaughtered livestock, burned homes and destroyed all the corn, oats 
and wheat they came across. The plan was to keep a mobile 
Confederate Army from being supplied with what soldiers and horses 
required. The flow of food and supplies to General Lee slowed to a 
trickle. 

One Virginia soldier wrote his wife: "You recollect the fine barns and 
mills you saw last winter. Now, nothing remains but piles of ashes and 
rubbish to mark the spots." 

On Friday 25 April during the reunion, Bev and Frank Williamson, 
“60, accompanied by U. S. Naval Academy Historian Dr. Mary 
DeCredico, will lead reunion goers down the Valley following the trail 
of ashes created a century and a half past. 

General Custer moved from Mount Crawford to Fort Defiance in a 


so SHENANDOAH 


for a wine tasting before returning to the Holiday Inn. TEX Nig ’ Re i 
06 8: * i : 2S Syaietisie: Desuction 
AY — ? ept. 26 - Oct. 8, 18 
SIGN UP FOR "THE BURNING” TOUR ON Re = : er 
: 7 i 


THE BLUE REGISTRATION FORM. 


THE TOUR IS NOT PART OF THE GENERAL 


REGISTRATION PACKAGE. 


CHARLOTTESVILLE Pe ee 
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Restaurants in the area 
Listed herewith are recommended 
restaurants in Staunton, Waynes- 
boro and Harrisonburg. You may 
want to make a reservation for 
Thursday night. 
KeX 
STAUNTON 
Emilio's $$$ Italian 
23 E. Beverly Street 


Edelweiss $$$ German 
19 Edelweiss Lane 


Mill Street Grill $$$ American 
1 Mill Street 


Zynodoa $$$ Southern/soul 
115 E. Beverly Street 


Aioli Mediterranean $$$ Med 
29 N. Augusta Street 


Depot Grill $$ American 
42 Middlebrook Avenue 


China House $$ Chinese 
240 N. Central Avenue 


Applebee's $$ American 
139 Lee-Jackson Highway 


Taste of India $$ Indian 
105 W. Beverly Street 


Red Lobster $$ Seafood 
132 Lee-Jackson Highway 


Texas Steakhouse $$ Steaks 
134 Rowe Road 


Cracker Barrel $ American 
152 Rowe Road 


Rowe's Family Restaurant $ 
74 Rowe road 


Baja Bean $ Mexican 
9 W. Beverly Street 


WAYNESBORO 
Green Leaf Grill $$ American 
415 W. Main Street 


Ming Chinese Garden $$ Chinese 
316 Federal Street 


Outback Steakhouse $$ Steaks 
28 Windigrove Drive 


Osaka $$ Japanese 
400 Tiffany Drive 


ate 
” 
+ 
vv 


Three $2,000 Legacy 
Scholarships awarded 
at Reunion 2014 


The AMA Alumni Foundation will be offering three Legacy Scholarships 
in 2014, each worth $2,000, for attendance at educational institutions above the 
high school level. 

These stipends will be awarded at Reunion 2014 (24-26 April) to 
direct descendants of AMA alumni. This includes children, grandchildren, great- 
grandchildren, et a whether natural, adopted or step. 

Applicants must be 25 years of age or younger and be enrolled in or 
about to enroll in an Institution above the high school level. 


There are three ways to obtain a scholarship application: 
@ Download it from: www.AMAAlumni.org 
. &@ Request it from: AugustaMilitaryAcademy@verizon.net 
H Write SCHOLARSHIP, AMA Alumni House/Museum, 
P. ©. Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24437 


APPLICATIONS MUST BE 
POSTMARKED BY 1 MARCH 2014 


All applicants will be notified by U.S. Mail whether or not they will be receiving 
a scholarship. Those who wil be awarded scholarships are requested to attend 
the AMA Awards Banquet at Reunion 2014 on Saturday evening 26 April 


Two of the scholarships will be awarded based on grades and 
activities. The third will be awarded on the basis of leadership qualities. 


All applications are evaluated by an independent kidge, Dr. Mary 
DeCredico, Professor of History at the United States Naval Academy and an 
AMA Foundation Trustee. 


The Chairman of the 2014 AMA Legacy Scholarship Committee Is 


Phi Bentley, 83. 
Cracker Barrel $ American Union Station $$ American 
101 Apple Tree Lane 28 W. Market Street 
HARRISONBURG Thai Flavor $$ Thai 
Joshua Wilton House $$$$ American 51 Kenmore Street 


412 S. Main Street 


Local Chop and Grill House 


Bluestone Inn $$$ Steaks/seafood $$ American 
9107 N. Valley Pike 56 Gay Street 
Wood Grill $§8 American REGISTER EARLY AND 
1711 Reservoir Street SAVE! 
Applebee's $$ American SEE THE ENCLOSED BLUE 


1860 E. Market Street FORM FOR DETAILS 
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The Silent Auction 
Here is the place to find 
something you didn't know you (Oe 74 
needed! In past years, we have , S-; L.} 
had airline tickets, weeks at wei 
beautiful condos, antique and Ha Aicapportmlty 


; 


modern weapons, art, handmade j Y win a bottle of 
quilts and unique AMA "stuff." = Virginia Gentleman! 
Don't you have something to put 
in this year's auction? 
See page 43 


; q | os i 
pare * Buy tickets Friday and “| a 
| Saturday at 
REUNION 2014 


EVERYTHING THAT YOU HAVE SEEN FEATURED IN 
tHe AMA PX witt Be ow sae on THE Reunion 


Praza ar tHe Houvay [nw ano ar tHE AMA 
Wri fi ill, 

Museum. Stock uP on SWEAT SHIRTS, CAPS, ind itauibccasiappasaesabcvapeasega 

drop it in the pot. Saturday evening 


T-suirrs, AMA TUMBLERS, HOODIES, AMA we'll draw out one bill. If your name is 


BLANKETS, PATCHES, BELT BucKLES, AMA on the bill, you get half of what is in 
the pot and AMA gets the other half! 


Cuatcense saith esa In previous years, the pot has held as 
YOU'LL BE GETTING SOME UNI QUE much as $900 - $450 for the winner 
ITEMS WHILE SUPPORTING THE and $450 for AMA. 50/50! 
AMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION! 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Bruce Hemp thanks Augusta 

When MG Larry Nicholson’s son, Captain Andrew 
Nicholson, brought his guys home from PB Boldak in 
Afghanistan, we kept sending food and supplies to those 
who took their place. We are still shipping stuff to 1/9 
Charlie Company and | want to thank some AMA folks 
who have made our continued support possible: Rick 
Smail, ‘67, and Mary Ann; Bill McVey, ‘60, and Millie; 
Bob Harris, ‘54, Ben Zinkhan, ‘60, and Don Studer. 
You all do not know how much | appreciate your help. 

We need to continue our support of the brave men and 
women who are in the trenches. LTC Zac Bennett (who 
worked with Larry at Camp Leatherneck) repeated what 
he had heard three years ago in Afghanistan: "/ am not 
fighting because | hate what is in front of me, but be- 
cause of what | left behind. | keep reminding myself of 
the bigger picture, i.e., we are here fighting for human 
rights." 
brucehemp@gmail.com Bruce Hemp 
Stuart Hall and teacher at Fort Defiance High School 


Thanks for Roller Scholarship 

Time really flew jast summer at Jacob’s Ladder. | want 
to thank everyone at AMA for this year’s Roller Scholar- 
ship as well as the ones from previous years. It has given 
me the opportunity to broaden my education and my 
experiences at Jacob’s Ladder will give me lifetime op- 
portunities, no doubt impossible without the help | have 
received from AMA. 

This was my fourth year as a "JL Climber" and since 
our location was moved to Tappahannock, VA, we got to 
do many water related activities. Thank you so much and 
a very Happy New Year to all of you. 

Caleb Simmons, Jacob’s Ladder 


Colonel Mahone grateful to AMA 

My husband, Colonel Worthington Mahone, ‘42, and 

| visited AMA months before his death in June of 2012. 

He showed me around and spoke in glowing terms about 

his years at Augusta telling me that AMA moulded him 

into the man/soldier he became. He loved his time there! 

We had reservations to attend the 2012 reunion but he 

was too ill to travel. It was the second marriage for both 

of us and | was a very fortunate woman to have him — 
only wanted more time together. 

Joan Sinko Mahone 

Melbourne, FL 


Thanks to our volunteers 
To all of you AMA volunteers: thanks for what you do. 
| love getting The Bayonet. | love that you are keeping a 
small piece of AMA alive which in turn helps keep our 
memories alive. 


(SS 


Recently, | pledged to make contributions to AMA 
over the next five years. I’ve seen how serious it is to 
do more than | did in the past. | spent only one year at 
Augusta and four years at Norwich University and | 
took everything | learned from AMA and Norwich to 
Vietnam and found | had all | needed to do the job. 

George Wanat, ‘62 

North Easton, MA 
(George ordered four pavers with his letter. Thanks, 
George, for believing!) 


Remembering Dan Boger, ‘53 

| am very sad to hear that my friend, Dan, passed 
away on New Year's Eve. Yes, he had a full life and that 
might assuage the sadness some, but only some. 

A few lines of a poem that closed the last page on 
AMA's 1953 yearbook says it ail: 

’Tis hard to lose school chums forever, 
And friends who are dearer than life. 

Dan was a joy to be around. A smile was on his face 
perennially, lighting up the place. He was always pleasant 
and never uttered a "sour note." We met only a few times 
after graduation but it always was a pleasure sensing that 
“he was around” and most likely, he was enjoying what 
he was doing. 

Here is part of what he wrote in my yearbook as the 
1953 AMA class year was coming to a close: 

“Dear Bal, Well , | guess this is really ‘for the last 
time,’ isn’t it? | made a friend in you — a friend | will 
never forget. We kidded each other a lot but we always 
knew we were kidding. And | remember those ‘group 
showers’ we took and it seemed we always came out 
dirtier than when we went in! 

lll never forget the way you and John Bowers played 
together and how you helped me with my ‘great 
wrestling career.’ And without your help, | would never 
have passed Spanish. 

! had a great time during our visit to Havana where | 
nearly got run over by that fool motorcycle of yours! 
Sitting here now in my barracks room writing this, | can 
hear you singing downstairs. We sang a lot — well, you 
sang, | screamed! 

! wish you all the luck in the world, Bal. May God keep 
you and bless you in whatever you do. 

Your friend forever, ‘Danny Poo’ 

That note says a lot more about Dan than about me. 
Yes, he was a joy to have around. Now, he is gone. | am 
not ashamed to have tears fail as | wish, “Rest well, my 
eternal friend, rest well. Rest well, Danny Poo Boger."” 

Manuel! Balbis, “53 

Proud friend of Dan Boger 

maweet@aol.com Miami, FL 
More memories of “Danny Poo" 

| choose to think that Danny Poo’s smile that never 
slept is finally sleeping. He had a gift that few possess, all 
enjoyed his company. His wrestling coach said it best: 
“Dan was a rare combination of brains and brawn who 

(Continued on page 20) 


THE 1951 BASKETBALL TEAM - They lost only to the Un 


Sposito and Manager Bill Firebaugh. 


a e& 


Left, Ray Marcantoni from the Class of 1970. Right, Ken 
Hoke from the Class of 1954. 


FROM 1951 ~- Manuel Balbis, ‘53, recently found this 
photo made on New Year’s Eve 1951 at a private club in 


Havana. From the left, Juan Santalo, ‘51, the late Otto 
Cuervo, ‘53, Guillermo Herrera, ‘53, and Balbis. 


I- 
versity of Virginia frosh. L. to r., Manager Mike Maynard, 
Coach Jerry Claiborne, Co-Captains Bob Camel and Vince 
Cialini, John Collins, Harry Tull, Bobby Beaver, Al Boynton, 
Ben Angle, Vic Bruno, Don Thomas, Art Scrivenor, Paul 


The Bayonet 15 


1951 hoopsters, Ken Hoke, 
‘54, and Ray Marcantoni, ‘70, 
to enter Sports Hall of Fame 


For the second time, an AMA sports team is being 
inducted in toto into the AMA Sports Hall of Fame. 

The 1951 AMA Basketball Team, coached by Jerry 
Claiborne, that beat all comers save the UVA frosh 
will be inducted at a luncheon in the AMA Gymnasium 
on Saturday 26 April during Reunion 2014. 

That great team will be joined by Ken Hoke, °54, 
who was voted the outstanding football player his 
senior year on a team that only won one game. Also 
going into the Hall will be Ray Marcantoni, *70, who 
was at one time captain of every team he played on: 
football, wrestling and lacrosse. 

The 1951 hoopsters won the Military School Champ- 
ionship and went to the Eastern Tournament in Glenn 
Falls, NY where they came in third but took five of the 
seven major trophies awarded. 

The team was coached by Jerry Claiborne, a mem- 
ber of the AMA Sports Hall of Fame, who was given 
his first football and basketball coaching job by 
General Roller. Claiborne went on to be the head 
coach at Virginia Tech (one of his players was Frank 
Beamer), Maryland and Kentucky, earning Coach of 
the Year in each conference and the Sporting News 
National College Football Coach of the Year in 1974. 

General Roller's son, Lieutenant Charles S. Roller, 
Il, had coached basketball before he was killed in an 
auto accident in 1938. The General never attended an 
AMA varsity basketball again — until 1951. 

Ken Hoke, “54, played on the football team the year 
after AMA had won consecutive State and National 
Championships when colleges sent promising athletes 
to Fort Defiance to get one more year of experience 
before entering college. In 1953-54, the football team 
was composed of just "regular" cadets but they still 
played the punishing schedule of the past few seasons 
and won but one game. 

Quarterback Hoke, weighing all of 140 pounds, re- 
ceived a concussion in his first game and in the final 
game of the season tore a ligament in his knee which 
remains a problem today. He was voted outstanding 
athlete on the team and was captain of the wrestling 
team his senior year coming in second at the Virginia 
State Championship in Charlottesville. Ken also was on 
the starting five on the golf team. 

Ray Marcantoni, ©70, attended AMA for seven years 
and was co-captain of Peep football, then played JV and 
varsity football at AMA. He was the captain of every team 
he played on ~ football, lacrosse and wrestling and was 
All Military Conference player. He lettered in wrestling for 
six years, in football for three years and in lacrosse for 
four years. 

As a sophomore, he was selected for the First String 

(continued on page 20) 
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Virginia’s honor to RCAF fliers re- 
calls death of Charles Redgrave, ‘40 


In October, a plaque was dedicated in Richmond honoring 16 
Virginians who were killed while serving in the Royal Canadian Air 
Force during World War Il. Aluminum from an RCAF plane that was 
shot down during the war and recovered in 1997 was used to cast the 
Virginia State Seal and the RCAF crest on the plaque. 

While not from Virginia, an AMA man gave his life in World War II 
flying in a RCAF bomber. Charles Derek Redgrave, “40, from 
Ridgewood, New Jersey, joined the RCAF in 1942 and was a sergeant/ 
bombardier in a Lancaster heavy bomber which was lost in action over 


Berlin on 1 January 1944. 


General Roller's son, Charles Roller, Ill (who was Linda Roller 
Livick's father) died in an auto accident in 1938. Sergeant Redgrave's father wrote a poignant letter to the Big Boy telling 
him, “Now, | know what it is like to lose a son." Charlie Redgrave was a lieutenant in D Company and a member of the 
Monogram Club. He starred on the AMA swim team in each of his four years at Augusta. 


Greg Pearce, ‘65, helped to lay 
Christmas wreaths at Arlington 


Once again, Greg Pearce, “65, braved the uncertain 
December weather to assist in placing Christmas wreaths 
at the graves of our heroes who are buried in the Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

The balsam fir holiday wreaths — 20,000 of them - are 
donated annually by Morrill Worcester, owner of the 
Worcester Wreath Company in Harrington, Maine. He pays 
to have the wreaths delivered to Arlington and other 


AMA web site gets good traffic 


The AMA web site - AMAAlumni.org — continued to have 
an amazing number of hits throughout 2013. 

Webmaster B. J. d'Orsay, ~70, said that the number of 
unique visitors and the number of visits to the site have 
been very satisfactory. "In October and again in December, 
the number of unique visitors topped 2,200,” he said. At 
the same time, the number of visits to the site exceeded 
4,200 in both months. (See chart below) 


Unique Number of Pages Hits 


national cemeteries, then volunteers, such as Greg, place ue visitors visits 
them on the graves. Greg has been helping with this project Jan 2013 1630 3584 12662 25571 
since 2008. Feb 2013 1289 2883 11130 = 25834 
Mar 2013 1494 3243 12885 25566 
Apr 2013-1542 3129 11490 24834 
oP May 2013. +=1490 3065 11253 23925 
ei pa jun 2013 = 1349 3153 11168 22711 
JOSEPHSON jul2013.—-: 11478 3760 17303 30026 
“any i MRE e Aug 2013. 1276 2864 13056 23317 
austen. Sep 2013 1366 3339 12034 24666 
Sree Oct 2013 2742 4554 13016 45444 
Nov 2013 1412 3168 14523 36476 
Dec 2013 2271 4225 12857 32815 
Total 19339 40967 153377 341185 


"This year, there were more volunteers than ever, 
literally thousands," Greg Reports. "/ put a wreath on 
Sergeant Joe’s grave and his wife’s as well as on Jason 
Arnette’s grave, the soldier who we honored at the 2071 
reunion." 


in the post reunion Bayonet, we will detail B.J.'s ideas on 
what our web page will become. "! think that Facebook is 
a great place for alumni to interact and share photos and 
Stories. | envision the web site as a more permanent 
repository for the history and legacy of AMA," he says. 


WE CAN NEVER THANK OUR MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS ENOUGH! Ben Zinkhan, ‘60, 
Goodloe Saunders, ‘57 and Doug Carter, ‘72, staff the museum regularly with other alumni like 


Victor Gomez, ‘69, filling in on weekends. We need more help! Just six hours a month! Please! 


Dr. Francis Collins 
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AMA alumnus, a leader in the Human Genome Project, is now 
Director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda 


Dr. Francis Sellers Collins, ©52, is a physician/geneticist 
noted for his ground breaking discoveries of disease genes 
and his leadership of the Human Genome Project (HGP). 
He currectly serves as Director of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) in Bethesda, MD. 

Before being appointed to head NIH, 
Dr. Collins led the HGP and other 
pioneering genomic research as the 
Director of the NIH Genome Research 
Institute and was an innovative ground 
breaking gene researcher at the 
University of Michigan before he came 
to NIH as its director. 

Dr. Collins had his educational start 
in the Junior School where he at- 
tended for parts of two years. Gladys 
Davis was the J-Barracks House- 
mother and taught the junior grades. 
He had been home schooled on a 
small farm in Augusta County before 
coming to AMA. 

His father was a drama professor at 
Mary Baldwin and put on productions 
on a stage he built on the farm. Young 
Francis graduated from Robert E. Lee 
High School in Staunton at age 16, 
then went on to earn a BS degree in 
chemistry at the University of Virginia. 

He received a Ph.D at Yale in physical chemistry where 
a course in biochemistry sparked his interest. He changed 
fields and went to medical school at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, earning an MD there in 1977. Then, 
he returned to Yale for a post doctorate in human genetics. 

During what spare time he had, he played the guitar and 
rode motorcycles. Much later, he even formed a rock band 
with other NIH scientists. 

Pinpointed genes that cause disease 

Collins has overseen the mapping and sequencing of the 
human genome, a genome being an entire set of genes. By 
2003 while Dr. Collins managed the HGP, all three billion 
chemical units that make up DNA had been decoded. He 
did original research on ways to search the genome for 
genes that cause human disease and had his first big 
success when he pinpointed the genes that cause cystic 
fibrosis, a strain of muscular dystrophy and Huntington's 
Disease. 

In a Wall Street Journal article, Dr. Collins discussed the 
future of medicine:"We are in the early days of an AIDS 
vaccine which can be given every three months instead of 
every day, neurological stimulation that mitigates the 
tremors of Parkinson’s Disease and pluripotent human 
cardiac cells beating in a petri dish." 

For his work, he has received the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom (2009) and the National Medal of Science (2008). 


Dr. Francis Collins, 52, Director of 
the National Institutes of Health 


Dr. Collins has written a number of books on science, 
medicine and spirituality, including the New York Times 
best seller, The Language of God: A Scientist Presents 
Evidence for Belief. While Collins’ family was what he 
called “nominally Christian," by the 
time he was in graduate school he had 
become an atheist, but dealing with his 
dying parents’ faith led him to question 
his beliefs. Today, he is what he calls 
"a serious Christian” and sees atheism 
and agnosticism in the scientific com- 
munity “as a stance usually not arrived 
at by a careful examination of the 
available evidence." 

In 2007, Dr. Collins founded the 
BioLogos Foundation to “contribute to 
the public voice that represents the 
harmony of science and faith." He 
says that "if God created us as natural 
and spiritual beings and chose the 
mechanism of evolution to accomplish 
that goal, | think that is incredibly 
elegant. He knew what the outcome 
would be from the beginning and there 
was no chance that it would not 
work... | am imperfect and God is 
perfect and Jesus Christ is the bridge 
that brings us together... | came to this 
belief when | was 27." 

He was president of the BioLogos Foundation until he 
was confirmed as NIH Director. 


Several board and trustee 
terms will expire at reunion 


AMA Alumni Association Directors and AMA Alumni 
Foundation Trustees are elected for three year terms with 
one third of each board being elected each year to assure 
continuity. 

Alumni Association Directors whose terms will expire at 
Reunion 2014 are Blaine Clarke, ‘72, Paul Karch, ‘79, 
Phil Bentley, ‘83, Garry Granger, ‘71, Gordon Metz, ‘68, 
Bud Oakey, ‘70, Norvell West, ‘83, and Rod Willey, ‘51. 

AMA Foundation Trustees whose terms will expire in 
April are Roger Messick, ‘52, and Frank Williamson, ‘60. 

Each Director and Trustee is eligible to be reelected to 
another term. There is no term limit imposed for either 
organization. 

Election of trustees, directors and officers of both organi- 
zations will take place at the business meeting on Friday 
25 April at 6 PM just before the banquet. All alumni are 
urged to attend and participate. Every alumnus is entitled 
to make nominations for both boards. 
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The French (Toast) Connection 


In the Fall 2013 issue, the daughter of Dan Boger, °53, 
was looking for the recipe for AMA French Toast, the kind 
which came out of the Mess Hall when Dan was a cadet. 

Her father, who is ill, fondly remem- 
bered how good those breakfasts were 
and wished he could have that taste 
treat once more. 

So, his daughter, Cathy Jo Blasco, 
got in touch with our Museum Director 
Crysta Stephenson. 

And the search was on! 

It was Charles Pascale, “69, who 
stumbled across the culinary secret. At 
his gym in Harrisonburg, C. A. en- 
countered the son of Captain L. F. 
Holsinger, the Post Steward who was 
responsible for the operation of the 
AMA Mess Hail in the mid 1950s. And 
Captain Holsinger’s son remembered 
the French Toast formula! (See box 
below) 

Charley wondered where the recipe 
came from and Captain Holsinger's son 
said he thought it was from "a famous 
hotel recipe book." 


Dan Boger, 
1953 Recall 


The search also produced a reunion " VW, 
with Dan Boger's roommate, Jock Bair, Captain ; 
*53. He saw the Bayonet article and e- Holsinger 


mailed Cathy and thus got back in 
touch with Dan. Says she, "How won- 
derful to have made that reconnection 
after 60 years!" 

Then we heard from Peggy Painter 
who had been married to Dan and is 
Cathy's mother: "Fifty years ago, | tried 
to get that recipe for Dan but we didn't 
have the technology that we have 
today. 

“But Cathy has been persistent and it 
has been outrageous fun which proved 
the helpfulness of a host of people from 
several states. Just makes me want to 
sing hallelujahs and toast everyone 
involved." Would that be a "French Toast," Peggy? 


1955 Recall 


C.A. Pascale, 
1969 Recall 


AMA French Toast 


Select thick slightly stale bread (Fresh bread absorbs 
too much of the mixture and gets soggy). Scramble 


the requisite number of eggs. Add a little sugar. Add 
a little cinnamon, Add a little vanilla. Mix well and 
place in a flat dish for dipping. Dip one side, then the 
other taking care not to get the bread too wet. Grill 
it on both sides. Enjoy! 


As we prepared to go to press, we 
received the sad news that Dan Boger (see 
story at left) had passed away on New 


Year’s Eve. To his family we extend our 
sincere sympathy. 


WHEN YOU ATTEND THE REUNION IN APRIL, the 
dogwoods will be in bloom. No place on earth is more 
beautiful than a Valley Spring Day! 

Stuart Hall celebrates 170 years of ex- 
cellent scholarship, character building 


On 13 January 2014, the Commonwealth of Virginia 
granted a charter to the Virginia Female Institute, renamed 
Stuart Hail in 1907 in honor of former Principal Flora Cooke 
Stuart. 170 years later, Stuart Hall is a vibrant and growing 
institution with an enviable international reputation for 
scholarship and character development with both male and 
female students. Augusta Military Academy, its alumni and 
former faculty members salute our many friends and 
supporters from Stuart Hall where so many AMA boys had 
their very first social encounters with young ladies. 
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‘U. S. Naval Academy Historian, Dr. Mary DeCredico, is 
pictured giving the keynote address at the Veterans Day 
Ceremony at Shelter Cove Community Park on Hilton Head 


Island, SC. Photo by Tom Barton. Reprinted with permission of Hilton 
Head Island Packet. 
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AUGUST VISIT - Major General Larry Nicholson, ‘75, welcomes President Obama to Camp Pendleton, CA last 
August. Nicholson is the Commanding General of the Marines 1* Division stationed there. 


Sports Hall of Fame from page 15 

All State Lacrosse Team and repeated in his junior and 
senior years. In football, Marcantoni played both offense 
and defense as many players did in those days. 

Nicky Syropoulos, “69, calls Ray "a tenacious player 
and a physical force who played in the footsteps of Jim 
"Rosie" Stillwagon, ‘67. He played every sport every 
season." Nicky said that Ray's goal was to live up to the 
Baltimore Colt football and Baltimore lacrosse reputations. 

The judges for the 2014 Sports Hall of Fame were 
Colonel Mal Livick, Sergeant Don Studer, Blaine Clarke, 
°72, Frank Williamson, “60, Ed Click, “50, Nicky 
Syropoulos, 69, Roger Messick, 52, Doug Carter, °72, 
Phil Bentley, 83 and Brett Thompson, ~75. 


Letters from page 14 

always delivered the bacon." | played football with Dan who 
was one of the best on a lousy team and | roomed with 
him. | never saw him get mad, angry sometimes at himself 
mostly, but never really mad. 

i learned so much from him and helped to make me a 
better man. Like Bal (Manuel Balbis), | have unashamedly 
shed tears over the departure of our dear Danny Poo. He 
will always be remembered as a truly unforgettable friend. 

Jock Bair, ~53 


jockbair@sbcglobal.net Dailas, TX 


A 49ER WITH A HEART OF GOLD - We were saddened 
to hear that our good friend and ioyal volunteer, Ed 
Chauncey from the Class of 1949, had passed away just 
after New Year’s Day. When his health permitted, Ed 
and his wife, Bobby, shown above at Reunion 2004, 
volunteered at the Museum. Ed also created beautifully 
framed artifacts for the Silent Auction and special 
presentations. To say that we will miss him is classic 
understatement. 
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DON STUDER'S RAND9M RAMBLINGS 


AND YET ANOTHER TALE OF MY TRAVELS 


Bob has asked me to write another story for the Bayonet about my travels. In 
preparation for it | printed the previous ones. | am also re-reading my Journals. 

As | do this | can picture in my mind's eye the when and the 
where of which | am reading. For me this is interesting and en- 
joyable. | will tell you what | have enjoyed seeing so much so that 
ga you can see what you may have been missing. 

During the last five years of travel across America | have driven 
more than 150,000 miles over some excellent roads and some 
memorably poor ones. 
Every one of them led 
to interesting places. 
Many of these places 
received a second 
and 
even a third visit. 

There are still some | 
| that will require anot 
‘her visit yet. Among § 
these are the National 
Parks, Monuments fie 
and Historical Sites. | 
will never get enough 
of the National Parks like the Grand Canyon, Glacier, Yellowstone, 
Arches and Canyonland just to name a few. State Parks like 
Custer, Goblins, Letchworth and so many others require multiple 

visits. 
| have enjoyed the caves like Mammoth, Carlsbad and others. 
= Although | am not a spelunker | do enjoy these nether worlds. 
, Museums deserve our attention. Museums from small town ones 
to nationally famous ones are always worth a visit. The Range 
Rider, Grant County and Cody are ones that | especially enjoyed 


and I'm sure that you will also. 

Scenic views may be common or one of a kind and can be found in every State. These are always enhanced by the Sun 
rising or setting. A camera will help you appreciate them even more. Some of my favorites are the Pacific Coast, Hells 
Canyon and Flaming Gorge. Many require that you get out of your car and go for a walk. Seldom does anyone die from 
the exercise. Don't pass up the scenic views from your own porch, office window and rear view mirrow. A ride on a town 
trolley or tour bus, excursion train or paddlewheel boat are 
must do for your kids or for the kid in you. From them you 
get a different perspective on your travels and you may 
even learn something about America or yourself. 

Wildlife and their young are always fascinating as are 
kids in general. Yours are not the only kids who do or say 
strange funny things. Laugh with them. | find that wildlife 
only appear when you are not looking for them, otherwise 
they hide from us all. | try to look a lot. 

From the Canyons to the Mountains, from the deserts to 
the snow fields, from scenic vistas to closed in forests, 
from tiny streams with few ripples to raging rivers with 
super water falls, or to rivers that disappear, from small 
back yard ponds to the Great Lakes, on steam driven 
trains or on tour boats, with cowboys or ranchers, farmers 
or miners, on dreary days or brilliant ones, from sunrise to 
sunset and late into star filled nights, | have truly loved 
these travels. 
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Lynn and Robert Brown 
In memory of Phillip Brown *66 
Joseph W. Bryant, *55 
Paul C. Causby, *62 
Edwin Click, *50 
John M. Core, *51 
James Crawford, “60 
Harry G. Davis, *75 
Samuel De Laura, “63 


Many thanks to these dedicated friends who gave us financial 
support in 2013. We need $140,000 a year to keep the ship 
afloat. Have you given all you can? We need you! 


SPECIAL PATRON 
($10,000 or more) 


Duke Fancher, “58 
Estate of the late Bob Spilman, ~45, 
and Dominion Resources 
Safeway, Inc 


PATRON 
($2,500 or more) 


Mrs. William C. Charleton, 1915 
Bob Bradford, “50 
J. Martin Carstarphen, ~52 
Angus Hines, “42 
Bill McVey, “60 
James A. Weston, “50 
Franklin Williamson, “60 


BENEFACTOR 
($1,000 - $2,499) 


Raymond Anderson, “49 
Jerry Arnold, “66 
Bobby Bowie, “47 
Blaine Clarke, *72 

Tommy Clements, “50 
Mac Coiner, “62 
Jim Councill, “49 
Bruce Crum, ~73 
B.J. D'Orsay, ~70 
Bazil B. Duncan, “64 
Mark Femrite, 71 
Rob and Kathy Freer 
In Memory of Libby & 
Mickey Gordon, ~39 
Tomme Gamewell, “54 
John Maragon, FMS, “48, and 
The Chevron Humankind 
Matching Fund 
Bill Mariner, “60 
Dennis A. Mc Connell, “66 
Ernest Meier, “55 
Roger Messick, “52 
Brian Miller, ~67 
Reed Nettles, “72 


Howard Rosenthal, ~68 
Jorge Rovirosa, ~70 
Wayne Sawyer, “63 

Eduardo Schonborn, “52 
Rick Smail, “67 
Benjamin Smith, “47 
Luke Snyder, *60 
Sgt. Don Studer, Faculty 
Mark A. Sullivan, ~77 


BLUE STREAK SPONSOR 
($500-$999) 
Edwin Bright, “67 
David B. Fechheimer, “60 
Donald Fretz, “48 
Jack S. Hodge, “51 
Harley Hope, “47 
Jerry Izenberg, ~48 
Paul Karch, ~79 
Lee Lewis, ~77 
Estate of the late 
Colonel W.M. Mahone, ~43 
Mac Mc Innis, “67 
George Mineff, *77 
Thomas L. Phillips, “65 
David R. Price, “60 
Goodloe Saunders, “57 
George M. Solan, ~43 
Frank Spencer, “49 

James Sylvanus, “49 
Steve Trent, ~70 
Rufus Van Zandt, ~46 
James I. White, “52 
Rod Willey, 51 
David H. Zook, *73 
Ben Zinkhan, “60 


BLUE & WHITE CHAMPION 
($250-$499) 


Marc L. Aronson, “68 
John E. Arthur, *75 
William Ault, “51 
Frank Badalson, ~71 
Douglas Benedict, “54 
Charles C. Brown, “65 


Alan Diamonstein, *48 
William Dickinson, *49 
Anonymous 
Ozzie Ferro, “53 
Mitchell Gaston, “60 
Virginia Hallock 
Arthur K. Hurme, “61 
Mike Kidd, ~72 
Jim Mitchell, *76 
Robert Mogyorosy 
Dr. William Ragland, °52 
David L. Raybin, “67 
Jeff Sawdey, ~76 
Mark A. Sauer, ~66 
Albert L. Smith, “66 
Colonel Paul Sposito, “51 
George St. Clair, ~47 
James E. Starnes, “50 
Brock Wagner, “67 
David H. Wallace, ~48 
The late Hal Walters, ~48 
George Wanat, “62 
Alex Wattay, “53 
Jack White, “69 
Charles Winston, ~48 
Kenneth E. Wray, “51 
Susan Lambert Yates, SH, ~73 


BLUE LEADER 
($100-$249) 


Paula Abel 
In memory of Paul Bailey, “18 
In Memory of John Adams, ~41 
given by his son 
Donald C. Anderson, “58 
John T. Atkinson, “58 
John W. Bair, “54 
Michael L. Bare, “69 
Laura Batt 
in honor of my Dad, Bob Bradford, “50 
Robert Battenhouse, ~59 
Benjamin Beard, “65 
Frank T. Becker, “65 
Mary Plyde Bell 
Anthony J. Beneventi, “81 
Phil Bentley, “83 
Michael T. Brajdich, *72 
John Brill, *72 
Charles E. Burgess, ~63 
Dean M. Burns, “63 


E. Curtis Burt, “45 
Dr. Thomas R. Callahan, *47 
Phillip Casey, “63 
Robert M. Caudill, “45 
John Collins, *52 
Clarke Cooper, “48 
John Cornett, “69 
Edgar Daniels, “49 
Dr. Mary DeCredico, Trustee 
Thomas E, Douglas, “62 
Michael Elliott, ~41 
Sergio Fernandez, “56 
Warren Fleming, *72 
Warren L. Flowers, “68 
Charles L. Foley 
Missouri Military Academy 
Hampton W. Foley, “55 
Charles R. Funkhouser, “59 
Joe Garry, ~73 
Robert V. Gevrekian, “61 
Franklin E. Green, ~45 
Jay M. Gregg, “49 
Colonel Dean R. Hanson, “63 
Charles Hargrave, 51 
Bob Harris, “54 
Frank Hickisch, ~48 
Roland G. Hill, ~70 
John Wayne Hite, “61 
Sgt Major Ernest Hoopii 
Frank Hruza, ~64 
Daniel Jones, “51 
Kevin Kissling, “62 
William E. Lane, “68 
James G. Lanks, “58 
Lewis Lepper, “47 
Dr. Edward Leventen, ~46 
Mal & Linda Livick 
Part in memory of Mrs. Nicholson, 
Major General Larry Nicholson's 
mother and part in memory of 
Mrs. Joe Josephson 
Rusty Loth, FMS, “54 
In memory of his father Francis Loth, 
“16, his uncle Carl C. Loth, “15 and his 
close friend, Ronnie Mahanes, “53 
Robert L. Lowenbach, °53 
Thomas Marlow, “61 
Dennis P. Masincup, 67 
John Mayne, “60 
Brian McCabe, ~72 
John C. Mc Cue, “66 
John Mc Gavock, *46 
James B. Mc Gavock, *46 
Terrance M. Mc Gurr, “64 
John Mc Kenna, “50 
Sue Messerley 
Mid Valley Press 
Lee J. Miller , ~79 
Robert M. Mitchell, ~70 
William Monroe, *49 


Sherry Moon 
In memory of her husband 
Thomas L. Moon, ~48 
David Moore 
Daniel E. Mossien, “65 
Maj. Gen. Larry Nicholson, *75 
Paul B. Nicks, “64 
Mrs. Rob (Marilyn) Nicol, ~67 
Charlie Pascale, *69 
Julia Pearson 
In honor and memory of her nephew, 
Steven Pearson, *72 
James R. Pilkerton, “82 
Charles A. Pine, “49 
Robert V. Powell, *61 
Jackson Prentice, “68 
Frank Pursel, “45 
Robert Rhodes, ~63 
Elliott Ridge, “59 
Stephen C. Rodgers, “57 
Scott Rosensteen, ~71 
William S. Rubush, *49 
John Sexton, “60 
David Shearer, “68 
Lawrence Spillan, “61 
Frank H. Spofford, “66 
Patrick Stanton, “54 
Dr. Meb Turner, ~49 
Gary Understein, *71 
Michael Vischer, “68 
Robert W. Weant, “54 
James J. Worth, *45 
Daniel Yellott, 51 
Mitchell L. Zinder, *66 


WHITE LEADER 
($50-$99) 


The Raines Family 
In honor of their uncle, John T. Austin, 
“61, on his 70" birthday 
Stephen C. Bailey, *67 
David Carissimi, ~66 
Richard Chichester, “52 
Terrence Corbitt, “67 
David E. Fletcher, 54 
John "Jay" Fox, °53 
Peter Lambert, ~44 
Geofrey Layng, 47 
Mike Nolan, “67 
Rob Overly, “62 
James Riser, “63 
Cole Sandridge, “52 
Juan B. Santalo, “53 
William L. Saunders, “53 
Colonel Ronald Sollod, “50 
In memory of Dr. Melvin G. Alper, ~39 
Nick Syropoulos, “69 
David Trimble, *60 
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CADET CLUB 
(Up to $50) 
William M. Brooks, ~62 
Andres Caceres, “61 
Dr. Ernesto Calvo, “52 
David Carrissimi, “66 
Robert A. Carson, 58 
Douglas Carter,-72 
C. Alfred Cleveland, “51 
George I. Crispen, “48 
Michael De Ayora, ~65 
George W. Davis, *53 
James E. Dean, ~46 
Harry Darr, “64 
Robert M. Fasce, ~63 
David Gardner, “46 
Randy Gibbs, “60 
Wayne C. Gould, “68 
William B. Grossman, *72 
Kelli Harding 
Ronald W. Harris, “66 
Thomas M. Hennessy, *70 
Harry Hodges, “54 
James A. Johnson, *70 
William R. Keller, “62 
John C. Knight, “65 
Peter Lambert, ~44 
Edwin P. Lentz, *72 
Lloyd Lipscomb, *64 
Philip Liverman, “64 
James Lupton, “50 
James E. McCausland, *39 
Dr. Emmanuel Michaels, 47 
Thomas M. Mitchell, “52 
Carl Morris, “59 
Lew Mundin, “54 
Freda Nicol 
Frederick Roth, 62 
Hollis Rulon, “50 
Ken Schroeder 
William J. Tangorra, 60 
William Townsend, 54 
Mrs. George Trible, “54 
William Welte, *38 
Mike Wickun, ~71 
Peter Wreden, “44 
Barbara Zoeckler 


To all of you who contri- 
buted in 2013, we thank you. 
Don’t forget that your con- 
tributions to the Foundation 
are deductible on your State 
and Federal tax returns! 
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The Roller Society honors those who have given to the 
AMA Alumni Foundation after their lifetimes. It is on the 
shoulders of these dedicated heroes that AMA's future 
will be built. Funding the AMA Legacy Scholarships, 
maintaining and improving our AMA Museum and 
supporting the printing and mailing of The Bayonet. 


The Roller Society logo, left, infers that your gift will keep 
on giving, echoing over the years, enabling us to 
repeatedly fund the programs that define who we are, 
assuring that your name will be remembered long after 
you are gone. | 


Members of the as of 1 February 2014 


ACTIVE 


Mal Livick 
Linda Roller Livick 
John Maragon, FMS 
Tina Shafer 
Crysta Stephenson 
Donald Studer 
Frank Shultz, “41 
Angus Hines, ~42 
Ed Leventen, “46 
Ernest Click, “48 
Jim Councill, “49 
Clyde Ramsey, ~49 
John Shirley, ~49 
Frank Spencer, ~49 
Ida Spencer 
Bob Bradford, “50 
Nancy Bradford 
Tommy Clements, “50 
Jim Starnes, “50 
Richard Young, 50 
Rod Willey, “51 
Roger Messick, “52 
Tommy Mitchell, “52 
John Bell, “54 
Bob Harris, “54 


DECEASED 
Goodloe Saunders, ‘57. John Henderson, “69 Me! Alper, 39 
Duke Fancher, “58 Charles Pascale, “69 Paul Bratton, %8 
Dave Conrad, “59 Nick Syropoulos, “69 Ed Chauncey, %9 
Elliott Ridge, “59 Jorge Rovirosa, ~70 FLD. Buddy Deane, 48 
George Holt, “60 Scott Travers, ~70 Mickey Gordon, “39 
Bill McVey, ~60 Steve Trent, ~70 : 
Luke Snyder, “60 Garry Granger, ~71 Eifco Baten Gast 
Frank Williamson, ‘60 Willis Walker, 71 Bil Morris, 78 
Beverly Williamson Mark Femrite, “72 Jack Jansing, 43 
Ben Zinkhan, ~60 Lewie Kennett, ~72 Correll Knicely, 46 
Andrew Campbell, “61 Doug Pennock, ~72 Tex Mahone, 42 
Mac Coiner, “61 P. J. Thomson, *72 John Morris, %9 
Art Hurme, “61 Al Zayas, ~72 Herb McCawley, 43 
Sally Balch Haorane Bruce Crum, ~73 Gary Nicholson, “70 
Rob Overly, “62 Tom DelValle, *73 Noelle Nicholson 
Ray Sanchez, ~63 Gary Gertz, ~75 Jeanne (Mrs. Clyde, 49) 
Greg Pearce, “65 Chris Meek, “84 Ramsey 
John Botcheller, “67 Bobby Rhea, 47 
Nancy Botcheller oS Tom Roller, “36 
Steve Matton, “67 Joseph Salicrup, 31 
Mac McInnis, ~67 oe) Tommy Simmons, 53 
Jeff Schroeder, “67 Terry Snow, 58 
Rick Smail, “67 oe] Robert Spilman, 45 
Gordon Metz, ~68 Delores Yoonde 
Victor Gomez, “69 © Hal Walfers, 48 


Five Roller Society members 
to be honored at Reunion 2014 


Five members of the Roller Society have passed away 
since Reunion 2012 and will be remembered at Reunion 
2014. 

Members of the Society have pledged to leave something 
to the AMA Alumni Foundation after their lifetimes. 


The five are: 
Dr. Mel Alper, ‘39 


Ed Chauncey, ‘49 
Colonel Worthington Mahone, ‘42 
Noelle Nicholson, General Nicholson’s mother 
Hal Walters, ‘48 


Each will have a special paver in his or her memory 
placed in the Paver Garden in front of the AMA Museum. 
At the reunion, a family member will be asked to lay a rose 
on their loved one’s paver in a ceremony during lunch in 
the AMA Gymnasium on Saturday 26 April. 


Tommy Clements’ daughter named 
Tribune Chief Operating Officer 


Kathy Clements, the daughter of Tommy Clements, ‘50, 
has been named the Chief Operating Officer for the 
Broadcast Division of the Tribune Company. The Tribune 
owns and operates 42 
television stations 
across the country and 
owns many leading 
daily newspapers _in- 
cluding the Chicago 
Tribune, Los Angeles 
Times, Baltimore Sun, 
Orlando Sentinel and 
Hartford Courant. 

Kathy Clements was 
formerly Senior Vice | 
President for the Belo 
Corporation and was 
President and General 
Manager of WFAA-TV 
in Dallas, the nation’s 
fifth largest market, 
from 1997 to 2007. 

Tommy Clements 
was Captain of Head- 
quarters Company, 
captain of the tennis 
team, President of the 
Cotillion Club, Vice 
President of the Student Body, in the Roller Rifles, and 
voted by fellow cadets as most popular, most handsome 


Kathy Clements, COO . 
Broadcast Division 
The Tribune Company 
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Meek new Roller Society chair 


Chris Meek, *84, from AMA's last class has been named 
Chairman of the Roller Society by AMA Foundation 
Chairman Blaine Clarke, ~72. 

The Roller Society is composed of alumni and friends of 
AMA who have committed to having a contribution come to 
the Foundation after their lifetimes. 

Meek says, "The Roller Society is an important part of 
the Foundation. As the membership in the AMA Alumni 
Association decreases due to attrition, the commitment 
members of the Roller Society make helps keep the 
mission of the Foundation moving forward." 

Blaine is hoping that Meek can recruit alumni from the 
later classes to sign up. As the Taps listings have more and 
more alumni from later years, the need for more RS 
members is apparent. 

"We hope that as our brothers read this," says Meek, 
“they will find value in our mission and membership in the 
Roller Society. We hope our mission which memorializes 
AMA and its commitment to education will continue long 
after the last alumnus departs this world. This will be done, 
in great part, with those fulfilled commitments by the 
members of the Roller Society." 


and biggest ladies man. 


Tommy has been a loyal supporter of the AMA Alumni 
Foundation and is a charter member of the Roller Society. 


AMA’s Headquarters Hotel 


a 
* Hotiday 9 
vue 
Golf and Conference Center 
116 spacious rooms 


Two-line data port phones 
Golf packages, course on premises 


Indoor/outdoor pool 
Exercise facility 
Near AMA and the heart of Staunton 


Special rates for AMA alumni and friends who 
volunteer at the AMA Alumni House/Museum 


Route J-81], Exit 225 at Route 275 
Staunton, VA 24401 
1/800/982-9061 FAX 540/248-2902 
www.holiday-inn.com/stauntonva 
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William Curtis Charleton, Class of 1915 


Intern namesake remembered fondly by business associate 


He was the bugler in each of the 
four years he was in the AMA Corps 
of Cadets. He went on to have a 
sterling career in business and now, 
many years later, he is being remem- 
bered fondly as a mentor by a long 
time business associate. 

The cadet was William Charleton, 
“15, and this past year his 
widow endowed two internships 
at the AMA Museum. John 
Botcheller, “67, is the nephew 
of Helen and William 
Charleton. William passed 
away in 1988. 

John writes: “/ received a 
letter from a retired business- 
man, Skip Ordeman, who knew 
my uncle for more than 35 
years during their paper industry 
careers. He sent Nancy and me 
a letter on the appropriateness 
of the AMA Museum Internship. 

“My uncle's mentoring passion 
continued long after he retired 
from Mead Paper Company (now 
MeadWestvaco) and he and his wife 
sponsored three of their nephews fo 
attend AMA: Rich Maschak, ~71, 
William Maschak, °83, and me." 

Mr. Ordeman's letter follows: 

December 30, 2013 

As I read the recent article des- 
cribing William Curtis Charleton’s 
widow, Helen, funding an intern 
program at the Augusta Military 
Academy, I couldn’t help but think 
how like my old boss, "Kiddo", as he 
was known, to fund a program that 
would help young people further their 
education and experience. I worked in 
the New York office for the Mead 
Paper Company where William was 
the manager in the 1950’s. 

He was the friendliest and most 
outgoing person you would ever want 
to meet. He was a great salesman and 
a mentor to all of his young sales- 
men. He had no children of his own, 


ing ourselves to be prepared for 
whatever opportunities might come 
our way. His sales training was 
one-on-one, talking with you about 
your accounts, and giving a mix of 
account types to broaden our ex- 
perience, encouraging us to take 
printing courses and join printer 
organizations, were 
all part of his self 
improvement 
program. One of 
the most helpful 
things he did for 
me and the other 
salesmen was 
encouraging us to 
join Toastmasters, 


an organization that 

improves your 

William Charleton, Speaking ability and 
1915 Recall builds __ self-con- 


fidence. Kiddo 

explained how he 
had personally passed up many 
opportunities to speak which might 
have furthered his advancement 
within the company. 

"Always make yourself more 
valuable,” he used to say. I’ve al- 
ways tried to follow his words of 
advice. They have been tremendously 
helpful to me throughout my life. I 
have passed the same message along 
to my children and grandchildren. 

Kiddo was a 
great mentor! 
I’m pleased, but 
not surprised, to 
learn his widow 
has made a gen- 
erous donation 
to help continue 
his mentoring in 
support of 
Augusta Military 
Academy’s 


The first William Charleton 
internships were awarded 
this past summer. 


Two students from Bridge- 
water College — Sarah Rico 
and Jordan Stordahi - were 
the first interns to take 
part in the program. They 
worked under the direction 
of our Museum Director and 
they were compensated for 
their time. 


The internships, created 
by Mrs. Charleton, provide 
income for deserving un- 
dergraduate or graduate 


college students attending 
school in the Fort Defiance 
area - Mary Baldwin, Blue 
Ridge Community College, 
James Madison,  Bridge- 
water, and similar institu- 
tions. 


As we move toward hav- 
ing the museum accredited, 
we need willing hands to 
help. 


Those who are interested 
in a 2014 internship should 
contact Crysta Stephenson 
at 540-248-3007. 


BELL PA. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


A. Law Firm engaged in the general practice of law. Specializing in 
Criminal Defense, Family Law, Automobile/Personal Injury, Worker's 
Compensation, Immigration issues, Wills, Estates, Creditor’s claims, 
Debtor's rights, including Bankruptcy. 


John T. Bell 54 


which may, in part, account for his 
interest in each of us and our 
development. 

Kiddo wanted us to be good sales- 
men, but also to be continually better- 


Bell Tower Building 
101 West Jefferson Street 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
Phone: (301) 762-1717 
Fax: (301) 279-7755 


intern program. 
I am sure he 

would be 

pleased! 
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MUSEUM REPORT BY MUSEUM DIRECTOR CRYSTA STEPHENSON 


| know why | love my job! 

There are the faces and voices of the AMA Alumni that 
| know and work with today. They arrive at the museum for 
visits. They call in to share news, sometimes good, 
sometimes sad. They come in through e-mails asking for 
phone numbers and addresses of old friends and 
classmates. And, then, there are those that I haven't met 
yet and probably never will, at least, not in this lifetime. 

There are some opportunities when the museum goes 


quiet in the afternoon when | can walk to the storage room, . 


pull a box off the shelf and get to know cadets of days 
past. And, in this case, Augusta Military Academy in 1931. 

it was just a simple-looking brown box containing a 
loose-leaf binder with this handwriting on the spine, "H. M. 
Bradbury Jr. Cadet Capt. and Adj. Orders 
Special and General. Penalty Sheets. 
1931-32," but it provided interesting details of 
who did what on the grounds almost every 
day that school year. 

For example, if you or | were at AMA on this 
day in 1932 (82 years ago), we might find out 
that a certain couple of cadets had been 
"hereby reduced to the grade of private” just 
a few days earlier. One was confined to 
grounds until 5 March and was given 25 
demerits. The other was penalized and 
ordered to "walk track" Monday from 11 AM 
until Noon and from 2 PM until 3 for 
“trifling with the Officer of the Day. 

A third cadet was reprimanded for "trying to 
deceive” the O.D. as to his reason for being in 
the Big Barracks and not in Academic Hall, 
this special order havving been written by 
"Major C. S. Roller, Jr," Commandant.” 

The order reads, "The Commandant wishes 
to call the attention of the corps to the fact 
that cadets cannot afford to jest with the O.D. 
or the Corporal when they are talking with or reporting 
them about penalty or about their being in barracks, 
otherwise it can be a very serious report as to doubting a 
cadet’s word." 

Offensive language in front of a lady 

One cadet was given penalty tours for using offensive 
language in front of a lady, another was punished for 
talking too much at the movies, and another cadet got in 
trouble for throwing an apple across the courtyard. Then, 
there was the cadet who “deliberately” walked in front of 
the O.D. from his room in the third stoop tower to the 
second stoop in a white shirt with no jacket. He was 
restricted from going to the second stoop for "any reason 
whatsoever" for 30 days. 

Then, there was a cadet who was found "trifling during 


' This is the "Big Boy,” later Major General Roller 


the Star Spangled Banner" and was posted in "full dike 
dress coat, dress hat, cross belts at the Front Arch from 
5-5:30." And, another kid was caught wearing low shoes 
and confined to grounds for a week. Last but not least, a 
cadet was caught on the roof of the barracks and punished. 

Of course, the men of the 1931-32 AMA Corps did catch 
a break every now and then. Special Order No. 17 dated 
20 February 1932 specified that in recognition of George 
Washington’s birthday, "all military duties except necessary 
will be suspended at this station.” 

Official snowball battle 

Then, there is this gem from March 1932: “At the request 
of the officers of the student body the yearly snowball battle 
will take place this morning at 11 o’clock. All cadets 
engaged in this snow battle must put on old 
clothes and shoes and are allowed to wear 
any dike whatsoever they wish. It is advisable 
that all should wear a towel or handkerchief 
around the ears as protection. All new cadets 
will line up on the north side of the road 
between the road and the (Valley) pike while 
the old cadets will line up on the south side. 
The battle is started with the cannon and it is 
stopped with the cannon. The objective of the 
new cadets is to hold their ground. The 
objective of the old cadets is to drive the new 
cadets across Lily Creek. No snow is allowed 
to be thrown whatsoever after the second 
cannon. After the battle is over each cadet 
must report to Barracks, take off his wet 
clothes and especially his wet shoes, dry his 
feet and put on dry socks.” 

| can look right out my office window and 
peer down on the very location of this said 
snow battle. Given that there is snow on the 
ground as | write this, it just doesn’t take 
much imagination to place two small armies of 
cadets wailing away at each other with 


= 


snowballs. 

To most of you, this may all seem boring and very 
routine, since you had the distinct experience of attending 
AMA. 

For me and for most of our visitors, we are discovering 
a little known world at the AMA Alumni House/Museum. It’s 
like peeking into a past that you didn’t even know existed. 

And, that is why | love my job. 


P.S. It may interest you to know that no penalties were 
awarded to cadets as a result of poor behavior during the 
snow battle. However, a few days later, a certain cadet 
had become “unbearable not only to members of the 
faculty but also to all cadet officers.” 

He was given Strike Two and 24 demerits. And, his 
parents were notified that when (or if), he receives a third 
strike he will be “automatically sent away from school." 


28 Winter 2014 


Rear Admiral Julian S. Lake, Ill, ‘40 
2 March 2013, Frederick, MD, 90. A 
resident of Binghamton, NY for 20 years 
until the death of his wife in 2012. 
Virginia Tech and George Washington 
University. Joined 
the Navy in 1942 
and became a 
night and weather 


Naval aviator. 
Served in World 
War Two, the 


Korean War and 
the Vietnam War. 
He commanded a 
carrier air group on 
the USS Forestal 
and was later the 
commanding officer 
of the USS John F. Kennedy. His final 
tour was as Commander of the Naval 
Electronics Systems Command. Earned 
three Air Medals in WW Il, the Bronze 
Star in Vietnam and the Navy Commen- 
dation Medal in Korea. After retiring 
from the Navy in 1976, Admiral Lake 
lived in California for 14 years where he 
published Countermeasures magazine. 
Was a consultant for several defense 
contractors. Survived by his first wife, 
Barbara Brooks Dougherty of Potomac 
Falls, VA and their children: Julia Ann of 
Virginia’ Beach, Diane Riordan of 
Frederick, MD, and Julian, IV, of 


Julian Lake, 
1940 Recall 


McLouth, KS; seven grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. At AMA: Corporal, 
A Company; intramurals, rifle team. 
Reported by Steve Trent, ‘70. 


Nate L. Adams, Il, ‘41 

20 November 2013, at his Florida 
home, Vero Beach, 89. Worked as 
professional musician before entering 
VMI. Following the attack on Pearl 
Harbor on 7 December 1941, enlisted in 
the Marine Corps serving with the 1° 
Marine Division in the Pacific. His 
brother, Hawes 
Adams, ‘39, ‘was 
killed in action in 
Africa in 1943. 
After the war, Nate 
completed his 
education at 
Washington and 
Lee University. He 
returned to the 
Marine Corps as a 
commissioned 
officer and saw 
combat service in 
both the Korean and Vietnam Wars. 
Retired as a lieutenant colonel after 24 
years service. Relocated to Florida 
where he was Vice President of the 
Atlantic Ridge Corporation, an_inter- 
national real estate development com- 
pany. Interred at Quantico National 
Cemetery. Survived by his wife of 65 
years, Eloise;: three sons, Hawes of 
Columbia, SC, Robert of Woodbridge, 
VA and Nate of Winchester, VA; and 
five grandchildren. At AMA: 1* Sergeant 
Band Company; varsity football, basket- 
ball and track; Monogram Club; boxing 
team; intramural wrestling; Honor Roll. 


Nate Adams, 
1941 Recall 


Harold L. "Hal" Walters, Jr., ‘48 
15 January 2014, at home in Brevard, 
NC, 83. Graduate of the United States 
Naval Academy. Served 1952-57 with 
the Atlantic Fleet during the Korean 
War. Master of Science, George Wash- 
ington University. Twelve years at IBM 
in a variety of positions before moving 
to Merrill Lynch as a financial con- 
sultant. Business instructor at South 
College in West Palm Beach. Golf 
instructor, West Palm Beach County 
Schools. Relocated to Brevard in 2000 
where he volunteered with the Brevard 
Police Department and Transylvania 
County Sheriffs office. Master Mason. 
Hobbies were golf and wordworking. 
Survived by his children Steve, Andrew 
and Scott Walters, Lisa Mahlandt and 


Diane Smith; fifteen 
grandchildren; 
seven great- grand- 


children, and his 
long time com- 
panion, Nancy 


Booth. Member of 
the Roller Society. 
At AMA: Captain, 
Headquarters 
Company; 
Commander, Roller 


Hal Walters, 
1948 Recall 


Rifles; Debating Society; Honor Roll; 
Valedictorian; Cotillion Club; Beta Club; 
Ciceronian Literary Society; voted cadet 
with strongest character, best dancer. 


Edward C. Chauncey, Jr., ‘49 

3 January 2014, at home in Culpeper, 
VA, just short of his 82™ birthday, 
pneumonia. Enlisted in the Air Force 
and served in the Korean War. Virginia 
Tech. Accomplished marksman and 
captain of the AMA Rifle Team. Retired 
from District of a 

Columbia as a 
computer analyst in 
1985 and opened a 
custom framing and 
antique framing 
store in Remington. 
He and Bobby 
were dedicated 
volunteers at the 
AMA Museum until 
ill health curtailed 
his activities. Sur- 
vived by his wife of 
59 years, Roberta "Bobby,; a sister, 
Kathryn Gracza of Annandale; three 
daughters, Sandra Kieffer of Front 
Royal, Janice Miller of Culpeper, 
Michele O’Rourke; seven grandsons, 
Dugan, Casey, Chase, Jason, Justin, 
Hunter and Austin; granddaughter, 
Caitlin; and a great-granddaughter, 
Analu. Member of the Roller Society. At 
AMA: Sergeant, D Company; Tiger 
football; JV baseball; Decorating Com- 
mittee; Secretary/Treasurer, Aeronautics 
Club; Monogram Club; Captain, rifle 
team. Reported by Tommy Clements, 
‘50, and Bill "Red" Rubush, ‘49. 


Ed Chauncey, 
1949 Recall 


Ernest Philip Bradley, ‘50 
23 August 2013, at Monroe, NC, 87. 
Bradley was a World War Two combat 
veteran who came to AMA after the 
war. He had participated in the D-Day 
invasion of France in 1944, 70 years 
ago. Fifteen years after that event, he 
was the sole survivor of a Piedmont 


Airlines crash in 1959. (See story on 
page 45) Labor union organizer and 
later a dispute mediator for the Federal 
Mediation and Conciliation Service. 
Survived by his wife, Rose (Zella); a 
son, Brad, from Monroe; a stepson, 
Rick Toombs of Friendsville, TN; and 
three granchildren. At AMA: Head- 
quarters Company; varsity basketball; 
varsity football. Reported by Frank 
Williamson, ‘60. 


William atta Jr., 50 

ay /19 October 2013, 
at Lynchburg. Sur- 
vived by his wife, 
Kathleen, and a 
son. World War 
Two veteran who 
came to AMA for 
three years to 
complete high 
school. At AMA: 
Corporal, A 
Company, 
intramurals. 


Bill McCarthy, 
1950 Recall 


Robert E. Sayre, ‘51 

10 October 2013, at home, Waynes- 
boro. Graduate of both AMA and 
Waynesboro High School. Virginia 
Tech. Served in US Army in Germany 
where he represented his battalion in 
competitive 
shooting. Retired 
from DuPont. As 
the Past President 
of the Waynesboro 
Country Club, he 
arranged for the 
AMA Open to be 
played there in 
2013. Associate 
degree in horticul- 
ture from Blue 
Ridge Community 
College. Survived 
by his wife, Dorothy; his children, 
Michael of Charleston, WV, Scott of 
Lexington, VA, Mark of Churchville, 
Jimmy and Kelly of Waynesboro and 
Suzanne Miller of Mount Solon, VA; 13 
grandchildren and three great-grand- 
sons. At AMA: Private, B Company; 
rifle team, baseball, swimming. 


Robert Sayre, 
1951 Recall 


John R. Congdon, ‘52 
20 October 2013, at Richmond. First 
Captain at Thomas Jefferson High 
School. Served in US Army as an MP. 
He and his family founded the Old 


Dominion Freight = 
Line, Inc. and Old | ££ 
Dominion Truck 
Leasing, Inc. Jack 
was a legend in | 
the trucking | 
industry _nation- 
wide. Loyal 
supporter of the 
AMA Alumni 
Foundation. 
Master Mason. 
Member of Country Club of Virginia, 
Indian Creek Country Club and Ocean 
Reef Club. Past President, Virginia 
Highway Users Association. Major 
supporter of the Massey Cancer 
Center and the Virginia Commonwealth 
University Pauley Heart Center. Sur- 
vived by his brother, Earl; three 
children, Susan Terry, John, Junior 
and Jeff; eight grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. At AMA: 1LT, C 
Company; Roller Rifles. Reported by 
Lew Mundin, ‘53. 


John Congdon 
1952 Recall 


Michael Daniel "Dan" Boger, ‘53 
31 December 2013, Woodbridge, VA. 
At AMA: Tiger football; fencing; la- 
crosse; C Company. (See story and 
photo on page 18) 


Lewis W. Whiting, Jr., ‘58 
8 January 2014, lung cancer, West 
Virginia University Medical Center, 
Morgantown, 73. Baltimore Community 
College and the Law Enforcement 
Academy of Palm Beach County, FL. 
Owned a cattle company in the 1980s. 
President of Young Cattleman’s Asso- 
ciation of York County, PA. Admin- 
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istrator, Department of Radiology, 
University of Maryland, St. Joseph 
Medical Center. Moved to Palm Beach 
in 1984 where he 
owned and op- 
erated the L. B. 
Whiting Company, 
a marine salvage 
company. Later 
served as Captain 
of the Lantana ° 
(FL) Police 
Department’s 
Marine Unit. 
Greenbrier (WV) 
Sporting Club and 
Baltimore Country 
Club. Survived by his wife, Janice; two 
sons, Lewis, Il] of Lexington, SC and 
Key Lawrence of St. Michaels; a 
stepson, Thomas Roberts of Sanford, 
FL; astepdaughter, Heather Roberts of 
Vero Beach, FL; and nine grand- 
children. At AMA: Private, A Company. 
Reported by Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70. 


Lewis Whiting, 
1958 Recall 


Frank M. Hruza, Jr., ‘64 
May 2013, Lake Worth, FL. He lived in 
Whippany, NJ in 
2011 after having 
- moved to Florida 
| __ from Las Vegas in 
~ 2009. Retired from 
his position with the 
~ defense contractor 
»* JT3, LLC. At AMA: 
1LT, Adjutant; Best 
Drilled Cadet; 


Frank Hruza, Roller Rifles; 
1964 Recall Assistant Editor, 
ecall. 


Honor and remember a fallen cadet 


with a permanent laser cut paver 
installed in front of the AMA Museum 


A way to remember a friend in perpetuity is by ordering a 
specially engraved paver with up to five lines of sentiment 


to be placed in front of the AMA Museum/Alumni House 
for all to see. These are laser engraved and will be there for 
a very long time recalling your friend to his other friends 
who see your special remembrance. To order your tribute 
to a friend, classmate, team, family member or member of 
the faculty, go to page 48. 
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Generals Roller and Marshall and the 
1899-1900 VMI Varsity Football Team 


The VMI football teams of 1900 and 1901 were two of the best teams in the history of the Institute. The picture above 
is of the 1899-1900 team on which played General Charles S. Roller, Jr. and General George Catlett Marshall, the Army 
Chief of Staff during World War Two (and later Secretray of State in the Truman Adsministration). The arrow points to 
General Roller and seated directly below him is General Marshall. Many thanks to Colonel and Linda Livick for providing 
this historic photo. 


BACK AT REUNION - Confederate reenactors will be BEN’S BROOD - Loyal volunteers Joyce and Ben 
back for the reunion, camping out in front of Big Zinkhan, ‘60, on their 2013 Christmas card. Thanks so 
Barracks and taking part in reunion events. much for all you do! 
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SPCTLIGHT on RICK SMAIL, 67 


By Ruth (Mrs Howard, ~68) Rosenthal 


Stow your carry on luggage, buckle your seatbelt and 
hang on for the ride. Today we spotlight an AMA graduate 
who was born to fly! Rick Smail, '67, cannot remember 
anything in his childhood that predates his desire to be a 
pilot. While many young children dream about this but later 
choose a different path, Rick's whole life has been driven 
by this desire. 

Babies and school children, however, are not allowed to 
fly, and so during his time in Cleveland, where he was 
born, and Pittsburgh, where he went to school, he built 
model airplanes with his father, who served as a B29 
Aircraft Maintenance Officer during WWII. Rick received his 
first flying lesson in 1960 
when he was eleven years 
old. He was hooked! His 
school performance, how- 
ever, was not exactly stellar, 
and despite his father's offer 
to pay for more flying les- 
sons if his performance im- 
proved, this did not happen. 
Rick then found himself at 
AMA for his junior and 
senior years, where he 
played golf and fenced. 
Continuing a hobby he had 
pursued in Pittsburgh, he 
also took pictures for the 
Recall. Despite his earlier 
difficulties, he ended up with 


program, he completed flight school and Warrant Officer 
training and was sent to Vietnam in September 1970. 

After about six months in Vietnam, the Army no longer 
needed all of its pilots, and offered Rick a choice of either 
signing a contract to remain in the Army for an indefinite 
period of time or be discharged upon his return from 
Vietnam. Rick chose the latter. He was immediately dis- 
charged, and four hours after landing in the United States 
he found himself a civilian with no job, no plans and a lot of 
uncertainty about things to come. 

Looking for a commercial airline captaincy 

Rick decided to go to Oakland to take additional flight 
training to enable him to become an airline captain. He then 
found that with his experience as a helicopter pilot and the 
additional training, he quali- 
fied for an Airline Transport 
Pilot License. Getting a job 
with a commercial airline, 
however, was difficult be- 
cause by that time, a col- 
lege degree was generally 
required. Therefore, in 1972 
Rick entered Utah State 
University. In 1975, he grad- 
uated with a degree in 
Aviation Science. 

During that time, to satisfy 
his urge to fly, he took time 
off to fly charters, and flew 
planes for the Utah Army 
National Guard. At Utah 
State Rick met his wife-to- 


good grades making the 
Honor Roll and by the time 
he graduated, it was obvi- 
ous to his parents and to 


NO NON-STOP FLIGHTS - In spite of the fact that Rick 
Smail lives in Park City, Utah, he makes it back to 
Virginia for every Alumni Association Board meeting and 
reunion. Here, he is chatting with Jim Mitchell, ‘76, left, 


be, Mary Ann, and they 
were married on Friday the 
13th of April 1973. Now, 40 
plus years later, Rick and 


at Reunion 2008. 


Rick that the AMA  experi- 
ence was a good move. 

After graduating from AMA in 1967, he got a job driving 
a Mister Softee ice cream truck, and used every penny to 
purchase flying lessons. That same summer, he got his 
private pilot license, and was quickly on his way to fulfilling 
his dream. In the fall he went to the Parks College of 
Engineering, Aviation and Technology at St. Louis Univer- 
sity for training to become a commercial pilot. 

Enlisted in Army Warrant Officer Program 

He got his commercial pilot license while at Parks, but 
without the regimen of AMA, his grades began to slip, and 
he was not invited back a second year. Compared to now, 
at that time it was possible to obtain a commercial pilot's 
job with no college degree and minimal experience, as long 
as your military obligation was satisfied. This, plus the fact 
that the draft board was getting interested in him, prompted 
Rick to enlist in the Army Warrant Officer Helicopter 
Program, for which he had previously applied. While in this 


Mary Ann are still together, 

and they have three sons. 
The oldest is married and lives in Seattle, the middle is 
about to be married and is a captain for SkyWest Airlines, 
and the youngest is multiply-handicapped with blindness, 
Cerebral Palsy and diminished intellectual capacity. 

In 1976, Rick was hired by Delta Airlines, flying as a 
captain on mostly domestic flights. His last flight for Delta, 
however, was a Paris to Atlanta trip in 2005, during which 
he cried all the way! Retiring and not flying wasn't 
something Rick was quite ready to do, but with the impend- 
ing bankruptcy of Delta, and challenges that came with 
Mary Ann's breast cancer and his youngest son's disa- 
bilities, retiring from Delta was a way to maximize his 
pension and allow greater flexibility in his life. 

Rick, however, did not stay retired very long. A unique 
opportunity presented itself, and Rick went to work for 
SkyWest so he could eventually fly as his son's copilot. As 
he used to say when considering going to SkyWest, "Where 
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is it written the father has to be the captain?" After about 
a year of flying for SkyWest, Rick was diagnosed with 
kidney cancer and could not fly for a while as he 
recuperated and regained his flight status. SkyWest 
cutbacks later ensued, and he was offered a long-term 
leave of absence. Since flying was still his passion, he took 
a job flying the Boeing 777 for Air India while he waited for 
SkyWest's business to rebound. Two years later he began 
flying again for SkyWest, and was able to make numerous 
trips as a co-pilot with his son. In April 2013 he took a 
leave of absence to fly a DC-3 on the air show circuit. In 
November 2013 his status was converted to medical to 
have a knee replacement, and surgery was performed. on 
Veterans Day. He has not flown since, but in January 2014 
he was cleared by the FAA to resume flying. 

With the mandatory commercial airline retirement age of 65 
looming large on the horizon, he is not sure if he will fly 
for commercial airlines again. He will, of course, continue to 
fly his own plane as well as fly as a passenger. In January 
he flew with Mary Ann and friends to Hawaii for a week. 
There, he visited Kona on the Big Island and toured the 
island with Mac MclInnis, "67, in Mac's 1966 Corvette. 

Rick's contributions to the Augusta Military Academy are 


MAC, RICK AND THE VETTE - In January, Rick and 
Mary Ann visited Mac Mclnnis, ‘67, and Mary Kay on the 
Big Island in Hawaii and toured in Mac’s 1967 Corvette. 


many. He is on the Board of Directors of the Alumni 
Association and never misses a meeting, despite the fact that 
each requires a lengthy trip from Utah to the East Coast. He 
is a member of the Roller Society and a recipient of the 
AMA Alumni Medal. For a number of years, he has organized 
the annual post-reunion trip of the Roller Riders, the 
motorcycle-loving brotherhood started by Bill Scarborough, 
‘69, Mark Femrite, '71, and Lewie Kennett, '72. He also 
writes occasionally for The Bayonet, relating humorous 
stories and providing photos of Roller Rider adventures or 
providing serious, useful information on topics of interest to 
the alumni. 

Despite the fact that Rick readily admits his early 
performance in school was a bit shaky, we have found that 
his performance of all things AMA is as steady as you can 
get! Fly high, Captain Smail! o & 6 


How did your class do? 
Ils The Future Now? 


The results are in from our FUTURE IS NOW fund 
raising campaign and while we did accumulate cash and 
pledges through 2017 of more than a quarter of a million 
dollars, this falls short of the goal of having a guarantee of 
at least $140,000 a year to cover all expenses (Museum, 
Scholarships, Bayonet, et al.) 


Here are the results by class: 


“32 - 100 “37 - 25 “38 - 10 
“39 - 170 “40 - -0- *41- 400 
*42 - 3,300 “43 - 875 “44-0 
“45 - 1,100 “46 - 1,360 “47 - 5,730 
“48 - 8,625 “49 - 18,082 “50 - 22,675 
“51 - 8,410 “52 - 17,425 *§3- 1,240 
“54 - 4,050 “55 - 3,850 “56 - 100 
“57 - 920 “58 - 70,410 “S59 - 560 
“60 - 10,945 *61 - 5,100 “62 - 6,603 
“63 - 2,225 “64 - 7,300 “65 - 425 
*66 - 5,730 “67 - 8,937 “68 - 3,150 
*69 - 1,500 *70 - 6,800 “71 - 700 
“72 - 12,785 “73 - 2,350 “74 - 50 
“75 - 1,950 “76 - 450 “77 - 3,150 
‘78-0 *79 - 100 “80 - 25 
*81 - 200 “82 - 100 “83 - 500 
“84 - 25 


Total given and pledged as of 1 February 2014 - $259,467 


That sounds like a lot until you realize that at least half of 
this went for expenses in 2013 and the rest of it is in 
pledges for 2014 through 2017. 

We owe a huge debt to Duke Fancher, 58, who showed 
his confidence in our future by pledging $10,000 a year for 
five years. Thank you so much, Duke, for your leadership 
contribution which had your Class of 1958 at the top with 
$70,410 donated and pledged. 

We also want to thank in particular the Classes of 1950 
($22,675), 1949 ($18,082), 1952 ($17,425), 1972 ($12,785) 
and 1960 ($10,945). 

Our work is not over. At the reunion business meeting on 
Friday night, there will be many things to discuss including 
finances. 

As AMA Alumni Foundation Chairman Blaine Clarke, 
‘72, said, "Each and every alumnus of Augusta Military 
Academy is a stakeholder in our future.” 

As we labor to get our museum accredited so we can get 
on the list for private and government grants, we have to 
keep the ship afloat! It may be two years before accredi- 
tation and it is up to our alumni and friends to keep us 
moving ahead until that day comes — and after. 


Reprinted from the Fall 2004 Bayonet 


High hopes and broken hearts 
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Valiant and villainous plans 


undertaken to reopen 


It was 11 November 1983 — Armistice Day — and the 
Augusta Military Academy Corps of Cadets was drawn up 
to remember the sacrifices of AMA men who died in our 
nation's wars. United States Senator John Warner, who 
would one day chair the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, and Virginia Senator John Chichester, “55, 
stood with Major Marcus Anderson and Cadet Major Joe 
Newman as the Corps passed in review. 

The newspaper reports said there were "some 80 cadets 
who took part in the parade." 

Two months later, to the day, on 11 January 1984, 
school officials announced that AMA had ceased to be. 

What happened to the school which at its apex had 
some 550 cadets in the Corps? During World War Il, the 
student body hovered around 225, but in the postwar years, 
those numbers soared. Cadets attending AMA just after the 
war recall three and four cadets to a room. The racial 
integration of public schools brought another influx to 
private institutions in the middle 1950's. But the irresistible 
backlash against the prolonged war in Vietnam produced a 
concomitant nationwide bias against all things military, 
including military schools. 

A descending cycle 

A descending cycle thus began: smaller enrollments 
meant less money to keep up the physical plant and pay 
quality teachers which in turn hurt enrollment. There were 
serious talks about a merger with the Staunton Military 
Academy, AMA's keen rival, but SMA closed its doors for 
the last time in 1975, and SMA's owner recommended 
Fishburne as the only other military school his students 
should attend. To help with enrollment, Augusta admitted 
some boys who had behavioral 
problems, so called "state boys" 
who were given the choice be- 
tween reform school and a 
military school. In an attempt to 
attract funding, AMA became a 
not-for-profit operation in 1977 
with a Board of Trustees oper- 
ating the school. Some of the 
trustees of the new non-profit 
signed notes and pledged per- 
sonal property to back up their 
endorsements. In 1980, AMA's 
Superintendent, Colonel Mal 
Livick, who with his wife, Linda 
Roller Livick, owned the school, 
retired hoping that someone else 
at the top "might be able to 
create a miracle." The trustees 


NEVER TO BE SENIORS - Scott Cole of San 
Diego and Joe Randall of Atlanta, AMA juniors 
when AMA suddenly closed in January of 1984. 


pata 
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Marcus 
Anderson, State Senator John Chichester, ~55, U. S. 
Senator John Warner and Cadet Major Joseph Newman, 
“84, as the AMA Corps of Cadets passed in review. It 
was 11 November 1983. 


VETERAN'S DAY CEREMONIES - Colonel 


leased the land and the buildings from the Livicks; the 
Livicks gave the trustees all the equipment and supplies at 
the school. 

The 1980 session opened with some 150 cadets, but 
there were just 110 when the 1982-83 school year began 
and just 81 by December of 1983. Trustees believed that 
an influx of new cadets after Christmas of 1983 would 
pump new blood into AMA's atrophied veins. But all of the 
efforts were of no avail and following the Christmas 
Holiday, with the electricity turned off because the bill had 
not been paid and a burst boiler 
for which there was no repair 
money, cadets returned to Fort 
Defiance in January of 1984 to 
find the school closed and shut- 
tered. Elliott Hudson, an AMA 
faculty member said, “! pity the 
students. We had a high rate of 
boys who had turned themselves 
around.” Scott Cole, “84, from 
San Diego and Joe Randall, 84, 
from Atlanta were just heartsick. 
“This place put me through more 
than I ever imagined, and | loved 
it. Now, I'm stuck with only a 
dream," said Randall. Cole said 
he could not imagine transferring 
to another military school: "it 
would be like changing my 
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nationality to Russian." 

Throughout the late “70's and early “80's, there were 
numerous efforts to put the Augusta ship back on course. 
Just before the end, Colonel William Sedr, then AMA's 
Headmaster and now Fishburne's Headmaster, revealed 
plans to “polish AMA's image” and to see the school return 
to its "traditional values." Sedr was quoted as saying that 
35 cadets had been expelled for failing to meet the new 
standards and AMA stopped taking state boys. But in 1983, 
Augusta’s Corps of Cadets had dwindled to just above 100 
and Nancy Lawson, the AMA Director 
of Admissions and Development, said 
that the school needed 130 to 150 
cadets just to break even. In Septem- 
ber of 1983, Major Anderson wrote to 
alumni asking for their help in recruit- 
ing new cadets. 

Desperate efforts 

In that cold January of 1984 after 
the school closed, efforts began im- 
mediately to raise enough money to 
keep AMA going. Major Anderson, who 
was AMA's last superintendent, and 
Lawson said that the school could stay 
open until mid-January if $35,000 
could be found immediately. The 


Pentecostal Churches bought the buildings and grounds in 
1998. 

In January of 1984, the United Virginia Bank held a 
$433,000 mortgage on the property: the bank did not 
mention foreclosure at once but did talk of a possible public 
auction. The AMA Alumni Association decided to try to buy 
the school and the bank gave the association 60 days to 
raise the money or the school would be auctioned off. 
Meeting in a restaurant outside of Staunton, there was 
widespread if naive enthusiasm that the money could be 
raised in the time period the bank had 
allotted. Alumni Association President 
Gordon Metz, °68, said, “It's going to 
be a long, hard road, but we have to 
try to make if." At this meeting, the 
decision was made to retrieve and 
store the school's records until there 
was a final decision. 

Metz, Lawson (now secretary to the 
alumni association) and Phil Bradley, 
“50, realizing that much more was 
needed above the $433,000 mortgage 
to purchase and refurbish the school, 
set a goal of $2.5 million. The AMA 
buildings and grounds, still owned by 
Colonel and Mrs. Livick, had been put 


power company agreed to work with 
those who were trying to raise the 
money, but the funds just could not be 
found. The AMA Trustees met more 
than once to see if there might be 
some solution that would let the schoo! 
reopen. On 11 January, the trustees 


Phil Bentley, °83, left, said he had 
watched John Wayne in The Green 
Beret and came to AMA because 
that is what he wanted. David 
Wimmer, “84, came to Augusta be- 
cause he was not doing well in 
public school. Both were there as 


on the market for $650,000 when the 
school closed and area realtors 
reported keen interest in the property 
by a number of prospective buyers. 
Colonel Savedge, AMA's Head- 
master who had taught at Augusta for 
37 years, replaced Lawson as the 


ordered the official shutdown of the 
Augusta Military Academy. 

One hundred nineteen years after 
Professor Charles S. Roller had begun to teach Con- 
federate veterans in the grove next to the Old Stone 
Church, Augusta Military Academy was gone forever. The 
Richmond Times-Dispatch said that AMA was “born of one 
fost war and in some ways the victim of another.” Said 
Chuck Savedge, "/ saw so many people working so hard to 
keep a dream alive... There just wasn't enough money, 
pure and simple.“ 

In 1974, there were more than 300 private military 
academies in the United States. With AMA's closure ten 
years later, there were just 49 left. Now, there are 28, in 
addition to four military junior colleges/schools and eight 
military institutes/colleges. Many of the military academies 
are co-ed and/or church supported. 

The Dance of the Phoenix 

Then began the Dance of the Phoenix, the sometimes 
valiant and sometimes villainous attempts to bring Augusta 
back from the ashes. Starting as soon as AMA closed in 
1984, committed AMA alumni, land speculators, church 
organizations, a retired Marine colonel, and even an 
Egyptian “prince” all played their roles, some heroic and 
some evil, with the future of Augusta Military Academy at 
stake. Genuine and bogus efforts to reopen AMA went on 
for nearly 14 years before a consortium of Virginia 


AMA tried to "polish its image.” 


secretary to the alumni board. In 
February, the late Mickey Gordon, 
*39, reported that half a million dollars 
had been pledged or raised. The alumni association had a 
sort of "town meeting" at an Augusta County junior high 
school to get support from the community. 

Judge authorizes foreclosure 

The 60 allotted days having passed without an offer from 
the alumni association, a Federal judge authorized the 
United Virginia Bank to foreclose while fund-raising efforts 
continued. In early April, the bank announced that the 
school would be auctioned off on 5 May, with ironic 
coincidence on the same weekend as the annual alumni 
reunion. Phil Bradley said, "We still hope that the alumni 
will be able to buy the school before May 5." 

But that was not to be. On 5 May, a group of Northern 
Virginia investors had the high bid of $420,000 for the 
buildings and grounds while the furnishings — the library 
books, lacrosse and fencing equipment, trophies, flags, 
portraits, yearbooks, projectors, cannon and .03 rifles — 
were sold separately at an auction in the Big Room. 
Bidders sat at the old fashioned AMA school desks (which 
eventually were sold for five dollars each), desks inscribed 
with the carvings and doodles of generations of cadets. On 
the wall was a quote from the school's founder: "Everything 
a man possesses may be swept away by the tides of 
fortune, but never will anything destroy a man of character, 


GOING, GOING, Gone - The Big Room was the sad 
scene when AMA's rifles, desks, and even portraits were 
auctioned off - 5 May 1984... 


a gentleman with a well trained mind.” 

Bradley had to report that he had only $7,000 in cash 
and another $25,000 in pledges. 

That afternoon, a solemn group of AMA alumni and 
friends gathered at the Roller obelisk in the Old Stone 
Church Cemetery for a Founder's Day commemoration. 
"Doc" Savedge spoke: "A tradition is no longer. The ideal 
of one man 119 years ago is no more... Professor Roller, 
Colonel Tom Roller and General Charles Roller, Jr. left their 
imprint on every boy who attended AMA... We loved the 
stucco — we loved the stone — we loved the blood, the 
bones and the muscle that was Augusta... If was cold stone 
but with a warm heart." Hilton Roller Grasty, Colonel 
Tom's daughter, laid a wreath at the grave marker while a 
bugler from Fishburne Military School played Taps, a fitting 
musical recognition of what had just transpired in the Big 
Room. There were few dry eyes. Said Gordon Metz, "It is 
a sad day, but | hope not our last day.” Linda Roller Livick 
said later, "Until we lost our son, Taylor, this was the 
blackest day in my life." 

Three days later on 8 May marked the 145'" birthday of 
AMA's Founder, Charles S. Roller, Sr. 
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The late Ronnie Mahanes, 
~53, the new President of the 
AMA Alumni Association, said, 
"The desperate alumni efforts to 
save AMA were too little, too 
late", and talked of a new 
blueprint to reopen the school. 
In August of “84, the new own- 
ers promised to respond within 
30 days to a proposal for alumni 
to either buy or lease the 
school. In the meantime, the 
owners added 32 adjacent 
acres to their holdings and 
talked about uses for the 


RONNIE MAHANES at a 
meeting in early 1984. 


..while on the same day at the Old Stone Church 
Cemetery, Doc Savedge led a solemn group of AMA 
alumni and friends in the annual Founder's Day cere- 
monies just three days before what would have been 
Professor Roller's 145" birthday. 


property other than a school. 

A current newspaper headline blared, "Optimism surges 
over AMA reopening,” and went on to talk about a possible 
telethon to raise money, a performance by Bob Hope, and 
a Blue Angels flyover. One of the investors expressed 
confidence about having a military school on the property, 
and alumni were elated. Albert Hiner was hired to do a 
feasibility study and he reported that at least $2 million 
would be needed to get a school up and running, a school 
that would require at least 90 cadets to break even. 
Mahanes said that the school might reopen in the Fall of 
1986 rather than the fall of 1985. But the owners of the 
school had just raised its purchase price to $950,000. 

In December, the Virginia Department of Corrections 
looked at using the AMA campus as a staff training center, 
but that effort came to naught. 

1985 began with word that the World Health Center 
(WHC) was making plans to locate on the AMA grounds 
and the Augusta County Board of Zoning Appeals already 

(continued on page 39) 


* Small classes 
* Nationally recog- 
nized JROTC 
program 
* Varsity sports for 
all cadets 
¢ Superior classroom 
technology 
* 100% college 
acceptance 
*Rolling Admission 


Scholarships Available for the 


family members of Augusta Academics, 
Military Academy Graduates | Gi ia 
Long Time Rivals - Partners for the Future and 
Give your son or grandson the same opportunity Camaraderie 
at Fishburne Military School that you enjoyed at for Boys in 
Augusta Military Academy. Visit Grades 


www.fishburne.org or call 800.946.7773 EN 
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DEFIANCE, VA. 


MUSEUM VISITORS - Above, Anne and Luke Snyder, ‘60, came from Charlotte to spend several days working on 
cadet files, photographing archives and pricing PX items. Anne and Luke are one of our most loyal and faithful 
couples. Above, right, Steve Bailey, ‘67, and Bill Scarborough, ‘69, paid a visit to the Museum on their motorcycles. 
Bill lives in Augusta, WV and Bill resides in Fairfax. Below, left, Jim Crass, ‘57, visited the Museum for the first 
time on his way to Florida. 


Any job of $500 or more 


Must present coupon, May not 
be combined with other offers 


$25 OFF 


Any job of $250 or more 


Must present yi spa May not 
be combined with other offers 


oe nae 


BLUE RIDGE 


ROOF CLEANING 


GINLA 


We Can Make Your Roof Look New Again! 


Roof Reconditioning * House Washing 
Gutter Filters * Deck Reconditioning 


CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 


540-949-6277 “woos” 434-466-1324 


Augusta County Charlottesville 


www. TheRoofCleaningPro.com 
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FAMILY PHOTO - John Botcheller, ‘67, and family gathered for the wedding 
of his daughter, Liz. L. to r., Liz and John Paul Henderson, John’s sweet 


ON THE WAY HOME - Doug Fetter, °70, wife, Nancy, John, Karen, Elizabeth and Christine. 


visited the Museum on his way home to 
Florida. 


Honor Classes 


These are the HONOR CLASSES 
for Reunion 2014. Get your class- 
mates back to Reunion 201+! 
1944 - 7Oth anniversary 
1949 - 65th anniversary 
1954 - 60th anniversary 
1959 - 55th anniversarg 
1964 - 50th anniversary 
1969 - 45th amiversaryg 
1974 - 40th anniversary 
1979 - S5th anniversary 
1984 - GOth anniversary 
We want to honor cach class that 
is represented at the reunion. An 
opportunity to get pictures made 
with old friends. A chance to catch 
up on what has happened since 
you left Fort Defiance to conquer 
the world! Make your hotel and 
reunion registrations without delay. 


aie ; } And we will look forward to seeing 
DR. TURNER AND FAMILY - Former University of Baltimore President Dr. 


Meb Turner, ‘49, with Iva and Hal. you tn April! 


High Hopes trom page 35 

had approved a special use permit. WHC, operated by an 
exercise therapist in Massachusetts, would provide condi- 
tioning and training for athletes, have a staff of 150, and 
would convert Big Barracks into two room suites to house 
the athletes during their 90 day training regimens. But WHC 
soon concluded that the $950,000 asking price was "way 
out of line" considering all the work that would be needed 
to convert the barracks as envisioned. An engineer associ- 
ated with the county had reported that the sewer system 
was in bad repair and that several storm drains were illegal. 
The local water authority stated that it would not sell water 
to the school until the return sewage was correctly 
processed. [t also was concluded that all the campus 
buildings would have to be rewired. 

At the 1985 reunion, Mahanes said that alumni were still 
hopeful of buying back the school. Doc Savedge led 
another melancholy Founder's Day solemnization in the 
Stone Church Cemetery. 

In 1986, one Cecil Culbertson of Haymarket in Northern 
Virginia emerged as the real owner of AMA. He petitioned 
the Virginia Small Business Financial Association for $3 
million in industrial development bonds to turn AMA into a 
"continuing care facility... where people can live out their 
lives with whatever care they need." Culbertson said that he 
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AT REUNION 1997 - Jim Starnes, 50, with Colonel Mal 
Livick. 


be found to develop a plan to reopen the prep school which 
had such a prominent place in his heart? 

Starnes did not know that AMA had closed until he saw 
an ad in the Wall Street Journal announcing its pending 
sale. He immediately began to fashion a plan to use all of 


"Young people of the future deserved a chance to enjoy 
the benefits we had as AMA cadets... 


was “unsuccessful” in convincing AMA and SMA alumni to 
join efforts to reopen a military academy. 

That's not how Jim Starnes, °50, remembers it: “Cecil 
Culbertson and his son, Doyle, never could get to a reason- 
able place in our negotiations... | was hoping to get them to 
invest in the project for which they would have had a 
substantial equity in the venture, but every time we got 
close, Cecil would revert to an outright sale of the school, 
and each time the price went up. The price eventually went 
to $2 million and | broke off talks with them." 

Jim had many good reasons to love Augusta and to want 
to see it reopened. His father, Captain George Starnes, 
taught foreign languages at AMA in the 1920's. Jim came 
to Augusta for his last two years of high school and left 
AMA “with memories of the cadets who cried at that last 
formation. It sent a powerful message to me that something 
as good as AMA really does deserve to exist and the young 
people of the future deserve a chance to enjoy the benefits 
we had as AMA cadets." 

After the University of Maryland (where he was the 
commander of one of the four ROTC battalions) and a tour 
as an Air Force pilot, he worked for IBM, Burroughs and the 
computer division of RCA, each in a senior executive 
position. He founded and was President of FYI Online, a 
joint venture between MCI and Equifax. He retired in 1986. 
With all this business experience, what better person could 


the school buildings and grounds for a two year military 
junior college. He would build a retirement community on 
the high land behind Big Barracks. With a sweeping view 
across the Valley, this property would be home for retired 
teachers, retired military and clergy who would provide 
some of the staff for his Virginia Military Academy (VMA). 

The linchpin to opening a school was an academic 
program: "My plan was fo have a junior military college with 
the curriculum provided by Blue Ridge Community College 
just four miles north of the AMA campus... | received lots of 
encouragement from the BRCC officials. A student could 
attend VMA for his last two years of high school and 
receive credit for the first two years at any Virginia state 
college or university." Starnes even figured out how to get 
students from the AMA campus to the BRCC campus: he 
would buy used school buses which BRCC industrial arts 
students would refurbish. And since BRCC hoped to 
establish an equine studies program to help Virginia's horse 
industry, Jim envisioned a cavalry unit at VMA. 

Despite a cool reception from the general at Fort Monroe 
who was in charge of the Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(a VMI alumnus incidentally), Jim had better luck when he 
visited the Virginia Adjutant General. With the help of 
General Arch Sproul, former CG of the 29" Division and a 
member of the AMA Board of Trustees, Jim visited with the 
Army National Guard Chief at the Pentagon and with Jack 
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Marsh,. the former Congressman who had represented 
Augusta County and was to become Secretary of the Army. 
It seemed that things were falling into place. 

But what could be done about the buildings that were 
deteriorating at an alarming pace? In 1980, Colonel Livick 
had asked an architect to prepare an estimate for what it 
would take to put the physical plant back into shape. His 
estimate: $4.5 million, a figure clearly out of reach for an 
institution where expenses were up and enrollments were 
down. Now, several years later, serious problems were 
beginning to manifest themselves. 

Culbertson did very little maintenance even though he 
had a friend who lived on campus and contrived some 
strange and ineffective renovations (such as installing vinyl 
over the swimming pool roof and holding it in place by 
stacking automobile tires on it). Big Barracks was still 
basically sound and Jim was counting on individual alumni 
or alumni classes to refurbish the rooms "with cash, sweat 
equity or a combination.” 

The wooden buildings were a bigger challenge. Load 
bearing walls had been removed in some structures 
causing sagging and roof leaks. The Big Room would be 
kept as is, Hoover Hall would be remodeled, and a steel 
structure connected to J Barracks (Davis Hall) would house 
a mess hall, a cadet activities center and an auditorium. 

Having played a double-belled euphonium in the AMA 


ground." But Jim says by this time, he was running out of 
gas: "| had spent two years fulltime trying to get AMA up 
and running and had run up considerable personal ex- 
pense. There was just foo much to do and too many 
obstacles to overcome." 

Culbertson then talked about opening a military school 
himself, but would not give any details. Doyle Culbertson 
went back to Starnes to ask his help in getting the school 
going by raising $625,000 from AMA alumni, the amount 
his business plan called for to reopen the school. Says 
Starnes: "/ told him that was ridiculous and | would have no 
part in supporting it." Meanwhile, Roanoke architect Norvell 
West, ~83, inspected the buildings on campus and said that 
if something was not done soon, they would deteriorate 
beyond salvation. West estimated that it would take some 
$400,000 just to get the buildings back up to code. 

Time dragged on with nothing being done at or for the 
school. Culbertson and his son, Doyle, were seen less and 
less until in the summer of 1992 when they put the school 
up for sale again. The asking price: $2 million plus some 
$35,000 in back taxes. 

Enter the Moores, a name Augusta alumni wish they had 
never heard. In the fall of 1992, the Augusta Stone Church 
bulletin carried this announcement: "Harold and Judith 
Moore have purchased Augusta Military Academy with the 
intention of reopening the school in 24 months." The 


"Harold and Judith Moore have purchased Augusta Military 
Academy with the intention of reopening the school..." 


Band, Jim also saw the need for a peerless marching 
band."/ had contacted the retired Bandmaster of the British 
Royal Marines and was working with the Shenandoah 
Conservatory in Winchester to attract top musicians to the 
VMA Band." 

So, Starnes seemed to have it all in place: a curriculum, 
a retiree base for faculty and staff, possible funding from 
the US Army Reserve and National Guard which would 
bring down the tuition to just $800 per cadet each year, 
probable accreditation, a campus, transportation, and per- 
haps the best prep school band in the land. 

"But, as it always does, it came down to money," Jim 
says. "There were so many things that needed to be done 
to make the physical plant usable, and Culbertson simply 
would not price the property reasonably. This was tragic 
because all the other pieces were in place” 

Thus, in June of 1989, ended the best legitimate chance 
to see a military school again on our Fort Defiance campus. 
Starnes did investigate the purchase of the Quality Inn 
Motel in downtown Satunton which could have housed 200 
cadets, two to a room, and which had dining facilities and 
a swimming pool. This would have been a temporary 
"barracks" and Blue Ridge Community College would be 
used for academics. The City had agreed in principle to 
permit certain cadet athletic activities in Gypsy Hill Park and 
the closed Robert E. Lee High School a few blocks away 
could have povided other facilities, including a "parade 


Moores showed up at an AMA Alumni Association Board 
meeting soon after where Harold said he had attended The 
Citadel and that his son had attended Fork Union Military 
Academy. He claimed to have purchased the school from 
Culbertson with the closing to take place in eight to ten 
months. Judith Moore said they expected to spend more 
than $47 million eventually to do all that they planned for 
the school. They also offered some tasty bait: alumni 
applications for jobs at the new school would be given 
priority over all other applicants. 

Culbertson would only say that he was in negotiation with 
the Moores. 

The Moores convinced VMI to send its Color Guard to 
the "rededication" of Augusta Military Academy on the 
blacktop by the Front Arch on 20 January 1993. On the day 
Bill Clinton was being sworn in to his first term of office in 
Washington, the Moores were in Fort Defiance proclaiming 
their vast plans for the new AMA. 

From the beginning, many were suspicious of the couple. 
They talked grandly about having 800 cadets by 1994 
(remember that the largest Corps of Cadets in AMA's 
history was 550), a second “Big Barracks” to house them, 
a new science and technology center, a 125,000 volume 
library, a chapel and a new administrative building. 

And a Cray supercomputer with NT "work stations" which 
in reality were not work stations but stand alone full function 
computers. Remember that this was 1993 at the very dawn 


of the personal computer (PC) age and the standard was 
to have a work station tied to a master computer, but a 
Cray computer, the least expensive priced at $2.2 million to 
$7 million? Ed Click, “50, did some research and found 
that even the University of Virginia did not have a Cray 
computer: they merely shared time on one owned by the 
University of Pittsburgh. As he wrote in a 1993 Bayonet, 
"Nothing is ordinary about (the Moores‘) proposals... 
Everything they talk about is exotic... They promised to do 
certain things within 30 days, and | have seen nothing. | 
have no immediate hope for reopening the school." Jim 
Starnes also questioned the Moore proposal: "They are 
seeking eight times the funding we needed to open Virginia 
Military Academy... When | asked fo see their plan, they 
refused to show it to me.” 

Judith Moore said she was a "financial consultant": in 
fact, she was a CPA who worked out of her home. Harold 
Moore said he worked for AMTRAK: he turned out to be a 
baggage handler or 
an on-train service 
representative, de- 
pending on which 
story one chose to 
believe. Her son, 
Scott Barden, had no 
known employment. 

Their only problem 
with buying the 
school: money. What 
a huge surprise! The 
Moores set up what 
was called The Fort 
Defiance Foundation 
to accept donations. 
In March, readers of 
the Richmond Times- 
Dispatch learned that 
the newborn school 
would have a special 
mission. An_ exiled 
Egyptian "prince" 
showed up on the 
campus to say that he had set up an AMA scholarship 
program to subsidize young Egyptian street urchins to the 
tune of $20,000 a year, presenting AMA as “an alternative 
to the violence that the Muslim extremists offer." He also 
said publicly that he was lining up investors for the Moores 
(though he never explained why he himself was not going 
to invest). 

Even while Egyptian "royalty" was on campus, R. M. 
Rodgers, who said that six of his relatives had attended 
AMA, was giving the Moores $5,400 "to prime the pump." 
The Moores had convinced him they needed $20,000 
quickly "fo demonstrate fo bigger investors that they could 
attract money." 

Stolen Social Security number 

As spring came, so did more suspicions of wrongdoing. 
A Falls Church woman came forward to say that her Social 
Security number had been used fraudulently by Judith 
Moore to obtain an automobile loan and to attempt to get 


again. Barden is Judith's son. 


A ROYAL MESS - In front of Big Barracks in March of 1993, I. to r., 
Scott Barden, Egyptian "Prince" Osman Ibrahim, Judith Moore and 
R. M. Rodgers. Rodgers gave Judith $5,400 which he never saw 
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credit cards: 38 credit inquiries were made in an 18-month 
period as Moore apparently tried to obtain credit cards on 
the stolen Social Security number. 

When the story emerged that Judith Moore had bounced 
a $16,000 check to the Watergate Hotel in Washington, a 
check written on The Fort Defiance Foundation account, 
Staunton News-Leader writer David Botkins began a 
thorough investigation of the Moores, her son, Scott 
Barden, and his friend, Joshua Hunley. 

Reporter continues to dig 

Botkins soon learned that the $16,000 check at The 
Watergate was not the only bad check Judith Moore had 
written. A Fairfax County car dealer had gotten a $32,000 
check from her which bounced, and an Augusta County 
mote! had a near $600 check returned for lack of funds. All 
were written on the account of The Fort Defiance Founda- 
tion. Botkins contacted the Virginia Department of Con- 
sumer Affairs and found no listing of the Fort Defiance 
Foundation;therefore, 
any solicitation of 
funds for the foun- 
dation was a direct 
violation of state law. 
Neither was the 
foundation listed with 
the State Corporation 
Commission and the 


Internal Revenue 
Service had no 
record of the 
foundation's having 


applied for tax 
exempt status, some- 
thing the Moores had 
claimed repeatedly. 
Botkins also found a 
couple in Arlington 
who had been bilked 
by Judith Moore's 
son, Scott Barden. “/ 
see a man with no 
morals or ethics,” 
said Jack Spitler who said Barden owed him $1,500 in back 
rent. Barden shared the apartment with Joshua Hunley who 
had been arrested a few days earlier and charged with 
fraud in the unpaid Watergate bill. Botkins also discovered 
that Barden had attended Fork Union for a while, but had 
been expelled. 

Botkins also found that Chief Chester Cole, an AMA 
instructor when the school closed, had given the Moores 
$2,500. "! guess I've been the worla's biggest sucker," Cole 
said, revealing that he had taken out a $2,000 personal 
Joan to advance money to Harold Moore and had given 
Judith $500 “to cover expenses.” 

By this time, the Bureau of Criminal Investigation of the 
Virginia State Police had entered the investigation of the 
Moores and Augusta County began proceedings to sell the 
AMA property for the back taxes owed, a tax bill which had 
grown to $42,000. In April of 1993, Doyle Culbertson said 
that the Moores had defaulted on the purchase contract 
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and that he considered the deal void. Again, Culbertson 
said there had been discussions with AMA alumni, "but they 
never put together a solid proposal." Jim Starnes would 
disagree vigorously. The Moores and their accomplices 
vanished from sight and there is no available record if they 
were ever convicted of any of the crimes with which they 
were charged. 

In August of 1994, the Augusta County Board of Zoning 
Appeals tabled a request by the 
Culbertsons for a special use 
permit to operate a restaurant and 
catering business on the AMA 
campus “to raise money to reopen 
the school." The President of the 
alumni association at that time, 
Gary Nicholson, °70, said he 
doubted that the Culbertsons “had 
the where-with-all to pull it off." 
Mickey Gordon pointed out that 
the Culbertsons “have shown no 
evidence that they have the 
capital to do anything... | don't 
believe they have $7 million 
invested in the property as they 
claim." 

At about this time, Doyle 
Culbertson bounced a check at a 
Staunton motel. 

In September, AMA was on the 
auction block again. Greater 
Ministries International, a multi- 
denominational organization, 
offered to buy two of the three 
AMA parcels, including all the 
buildings, for $345,000. The 
Culbertsons moaned that the property was worth between 
one and two million dollars and tried several last minute 
efforts to thwart the sale culminating in the bank which held 
the mortgage bringing suit against them. The Culbertsons 
"reorganized," and took Chapter 11 bankruptcy for the new 
entity, designed to slow down the transfer to Greater 
Ministries. The U.S. Bankruptcy Court found bad faith on 
the Culbertsons’ part and gave them but a week to appeal. 
Instead, the Culbertsons filed a second bankruptcy under 
Chapter 7. While this petition eventually was thrown out, 
Greater ministries, frustrated with the delays, withdrew their 
offer. 

In April of 1995, the bankruptcy referee tried to sell all or 
part of the AMA campus to Eugene Nervo, the owner of 
Craig County Wilderness Leadership Academy (WLA), to 
create a place for "at-risk" youth, but those two words 
would nix the deal. Nervo, a retired Marine colonel, ran a 
wilderness training camp in rural Craig County in the 
mountains of Southwest Virginia. Nervo was interested only 
in the gymnasium and Davis Hall (J Barracks), but offered 
$345,000 for the entire property. The deal was contingent 
upon WLA's obtaining a special use permit from the 
Augusta County Board of Zoning Appeals. 

When Nervo talked of having 30 “at risk” boys on the 
AMA campus, newcomer residents of Fort Defiance, mainly 


ONE MORE ATTEMPT - Gerald Payne of the 
Greater Ministries International, Inc. of Florida 
made the high bid for AMA in September of 
1994, but was frustrated by the Culbertsons. 


from a new housing development near the Stone Church, 
expressed alarm. Nervo met with objectors at the Stone 
Church but failed to win them over. Two days later, a group 
of AMA's neighbors went to court to block Nervo's plan to 
open the WLA at AMA. Click attended the meeting at the 
church and wrote to alumni, "What Colonel Nervo wants to 
do seems very much like what Charles S. Roller, Jr. did so 
well. His (Roller's) refusal to accept the incorrigible label 
Saved many a boy." 

In the meantime, Nervo's 
principal financial backer pulled 
out and the colonel was running 
out of time. The bank had forced 
another auction and unless Nervo 
got approval for the WLA and got 
his money together, he would 
have to give up the fight. Among 
letter writers to local newspapers 
who favored having the WLA in 
Fort Defiance, one wrote: "You 
could have found ‘at risk’ boys at 
Augusta Military Academy... At 
least the ‘at risk’ boys at the 
Wilderness Academy are not 
being taught to use guns." With 
friends like that... 

Nervo abandoned his offer and 
another auction was held on 6 
October. This time two Augusta 
County developers bought the 
school and announced immedi- 
ately that they didn't know what 
they were going to do with the 
property, “but it definitely will not 
be a school.” Kennard Campbell 
and |. H. Baker paid $300,00 for all the AMA buildings and 
53 acres of land and said they would subdivide the land on 
the hill behind the school. If AMA alumni wanted to save 
any of the buildings on campus, they were told it was up to 
them to come up with ideas. 

The Culbertsons are thought to have gotten not one 
single penny from this transaction. 

While there were repeated rumors about the resale of the 
school, the subdivision of the land, and the operation of 
various businesses on the campus, nothing came of any of 
the schemes until November of 1997, two years after they 
had purchased the school, when Kennard and Baker sold 
AMA to a consortium of Virginia Pentecostal Churches. In 
January of 1998, the purchase was completed and shortly 
after, AMA alumni were invited to have a presence on the 
campus. The AMA Alumni House/Museum is the result. 

In January of 1999, Jim Starnes traveled to Norfolk to 
present his plan for a two-year military junior school to 
church officials. “They were very courteous and nice to me, 
but | had to assume that they simply were not interested.” 


@ @ ® 
The best-laid schemes o' mice an' men gang aft a-gley 
And feave us nought but grief and pain, for promised joy. 
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What do you have for the Reunion 
SILENT AUCTION? 


A stay in your condo? Airline miles? 


A wine tasting? A modern or antique rifle? A 


golf outing? An objet d'art? A military 


decoration or ring? Framed or original art? An 


antique telephone? Tickets for a concert? A 


bottle of champagne or a case of wine or beer? 


A hand made quilt? A piece of coal from the 
Titanic disaster of 1912? Model railroad 
equipment? Fine cigars? NASCAR tickets? 


Decor items? Costume jewelry? Items of 


clothing? 
Whatever you have - though it might be trash < 
to you - can be a treasure for someone else! 
If you have something for the 
Reunion Silent Auction, please contact 
Ben Zinkhan, ‘60, at 540/248-3007. Send your 
treasure to the AMA Museum, 


PO Box 101, Fort Defiance 24437 = 
ik 
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Robert Sklar, °82 assisting 
620,000 trees will honor every 


casualty of the U.S. Civil War 


For 180 miles from Charlottesville to Gettysburg, workers 
dug holes in the grass median last fall, then planted 180 
oak, maple, cedar and dogwood trees before the cold 
winter set in. This was the first of an ambitious project to 
honor the some 620,000 


Americans — North and 
South — who died fighting 
in 1861 to 1865. One 


National Heritage Area Boundary 
—— Journey Through Hallowed 


Ground Scenic Byway 


hundred fifty years after 
the Civil War, historians 
still cannot give an ac- 
curate count, particularly 
of the Confederate dead 
many of whom never re- 
ceived a proper burial. 

Along historic Route 15 
from Thomas Jefferson's 
home to the national 
cemetery at Gettysburg, 
a group including Robert 
Sklar, “82, has been 
readying to plant a tree 
honoring every one of 
the 620,000 dead. The 
scale of death in the Civil War is so remarkable that if 
workers simply planted trees along each side of the 180 
mile route, the trees would be only three feet apart! 

Communities along the Route 15 are being asked to 
donate the trees. Former Virginia Secretary of Commerce 
Cate Wyatt heads the project and says it has not been a 
hard sell getting communities to contribute to honor the 
150° anniversary of the war. Wyatt came up with the idea 
of planting an allée, or alley, of trees such as was done by 
the Australians after World War One. 

Trees may be ordered to honor a relative at $100 each. 
Visit www. hallowed-ground.org/Get-Involved/Plant-a-Tree. 


Pa. 


Md. 


‘ Washington, bc! 
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Weather cancels Alumni Association Board meeting 


The cold and snowy weather in January forced the post- 
ponement of the scheduled AMA Alumni Association Board 
meeting. At press time, the meeting has been rescheduled 
for Saturday 22 February at 10 AM in the AMA Museum. 


SIGN UP EARLY AND SAVE! 


Sign up early for Reunion 2014 and you can 
save up to $50 a couple! Send in your blue 
registration form before 10 March and you 
will save $25 per person, or $50 for a couple. 


SIGN UP EARLY AND SAVE! 


Charlottesville 3 
Chesapeake 
Bay 


MUSEUM EVENTS - The staff and volunteers got to- 
gether in December for a Christmas luncheon. Starting 
at bottom center and moving clockwise, Joyce Zinkhan, 
Doug Carter, ‘72, Suzanna Landrum, Bill Kivlighan, ‘53, 
Rod Willey, ‘51, Ed Click, ‘50, Sue Click and Museum 
Executive Director Crysta Stephenson. Below, Ben 
pressed his grandson, Tyler, and his friend, Justin, into 
service to clean out the attic at the Alumni House. 
Bottom, "Lite" work by Brett Thompson, ‘75, Stride 
Coleman, ‘72, and Louie Kennett, ‘72, who laid a new 
floor in the attic to increase storage space. 


Also survived D-Day invasion 70 years ago 
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Phil Bradley, ‘50, the sole survivor of commercial 
airliner crash in 1959, has died in North Carolina 


Ernest Philip Bradley, ‘50, came to AMA for 
a post graduate year after having served in 
World War Two and having landed on the 
Normandy Beaches on D-Day in 1944. Fifteen 
years later in 1959, Phil was the sole survivor 
when a Piedmont Airlines DC-3 crashed into a 
mountainside while attempting a landing at 
Charlottesville. 

Bradley died 23 August 2013 in a hospice in 
Monroe, NC. He was 87. A native of Clifton 
Forge, he was a union organizer for the 
International Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers at the time of the Piedmont 
crash. He jater was a mediator for the Federal 
Mediation and Conciliation Service. 

Tried to reopen school 

Though he only attended Augusta for one 
year, he was a vigorous supporter of reopening 
AMA after the school closed in 1984. He and 
other committed alumni tried to raise the 
necessary funds to stave off foreclosure but 


lay in the cold 
autumn air from 
8:40 Friday night 
until search 
crews finally 
found him 
Sunday morning 
m@ in the thick un- 
derbrush_ which 
hid the crash 
from view. Using 
a long stick, he 
had been able to 
snag two coats 
which were 
hanging from 
nearby trees, 
apparel belong- 
ing to those who 
did not survive. 
He was car- 


were unsuccessful. (See story on page 33) Years after the crash, Phil Bradley looks through ried down the 
While at AMA, Phil was in Headquarters the cowling from one of the DC-3 engines at the mountain and 
Company and played varsity football and crash site on Bucks Elbow Mountain. taken to the UVA 


basketball. 
On Halloween Eve of 1959, Phil was trying to 


Medical Center 
where two doc- 


get home from Washington to Roanoke and as a stand-by, tors placed him on the floor and forced his hip back into 
he was the last to board Piedmont Flight 349 which had _ place with their combined weight. 


planned stops in Charlottesville and Lynchburg before 


Wrote a book about the crash 


getting to Roanoke. He took the last seat available at the Bradley later wrote a book about the tragedy and with the 


rear of the passenger 
compartment. At about 
8:40 PM while the 
plane was descending | 
into Charlottesville, it 
plowed into Bucks 
Elbow Mountain just 
above the town of 
Crozet. 

All 26 passengers 
seated in front of Phil 
and the three person 
crew died instantly. 
Bradley's seat burst 
through the ruptured 
fuselage and Phil and 
the seat were pro- 
pelled forward of the 
wrecked plane (which 
fortunately did not 
burn). His hip was 


dislocated and he Phil Bradley and his wife, Zella, in 2007. 


couldn't move, thus he 


proceeds from its publication erected a 
memorial to those killed in the crash at Mint 
Springs Valley Park in Crozet on the 50" 
anniversary of the wreck. 

He had hoped to erect a tall cross at the 
site and therein lies another story. 

Says Phil, “When we hit the mountain, | 
had the most beautiful vision of Jesus 
Christ. He looked at me and said, ’Be not 
concerned. | will be with you always.’ Jesus 
was standing several feet off the ground 
and that is how | planned the memorial 
which is three feet square and four feet high 
and comes to a peak like His arms were 
pointing to Heaven. | have never had a 
moment of fear since | saw Him there on 
the mountain." 

Bradley was asked often if he felt guilty at 
being spared when 29 others had died. "My 


_ response always is that | didn’t make the 


decision. The Lord made that decision and 
| have tried to live by His example." 
o 6 6 
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Roller Riders will 
hit the trail again 


Rick Smail, “67, writes from Park City, Utah that it is time 
to begin planning for the Post Reunion 2014 bike ride by the 
Roller Riders. He writes: It may be cold outside but it is not too 
early to plan our trip. | have become a little nostalgic about 
some of our past rides and would like to harken back to the 
rides when we had a dozen or more bikers exploring the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. | recently became acquainted with 
Linwood Bennett, °66, who has a Harley and rides 
with his wife. | have invited him to join us and hope 


to see them ride with us in April. 
i think some of our best trips were in ‘04 and “05. I've had the opportunity to talk to some fellows 
recently and would like to propose that we take a trip this year that would incorporate the elements 


of those trips. Gordon Metz, “68, says he can arrange for us to spend Sunday night (27 April) at 


the Primland Resort in the Meadows of Dan. Maybe you 
have been there but is there anyone who is a more skilled 
cooker with an open fire and better at spinning a yarn than 
Mark "Henry" Femrite, ~72? | think not! 

2005 was the first year of the recreated Roller Rifles. It 
was also the New Cadet year for Brett Thompson, °75, and 
Jorge Rovirosa, ~70. | doubt if Tom DeValle, °73, Jorge and 
1 would want to recreate the additional 30 miles down the 
Blue Ridge Parkway where we got to ride in total darkness 
because no one was at the exit to our campground. I'd like 
to visit that campground again but not in total darkness! 

| hate to tell Lewie Kennett, 72, that we will miss Cinco 
De Mayo this year since it falls on Monday but if he joins the 
ride we can celebrate early somewhere along the way. 

It is time to make some new memories! Don't miss this 
year's ride. Let me know if you plan to come along and if you 
have any suggestions. | had total knee replacement surgery 
on Veterans Day and have taken a few test rides to see if | 
am ready. | am and will be 100 per cent for our ride which 
leaves from in front of Big Barracks on Sunday 27 April at 
the end of the reunion. 

Get in touch with me at: Ricksmail@earthlink.net. 


Bikers to visit Middle East 
Conflict Memorial in Illinois 


On the third weekend in June every year, bikers 
descend on the small Illinois town of Marseilles off I- 
80 on the Illinois River. Located there is a privately 
funded memorial to Americans who have died in the 
Middle East Wars. 

Marseilles (pronounced MAR-SELLS) hosts the 
annual Freedom Motor Ride with bikers coming from 
far away to join parents and loved ones of those who 
gave their lives in the Middle East. There on the 
banks of the Illinois River are black walls with the 
names of those who have given their all, patterned 
after the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC. 

Except that this tribute is privately funded by the 
lilinois Valley Cellular Phone Company. 

Google "Marseilles Middle East Conflict Memorial" 
for more details. Thanks to Greg Pearce, “65, for 
turning us on to this. 


Loumeders 
Day 


Founder's Day 2014 will recall many 
important dates in the history of Augusta 
Military Academy. 


Of course, we will honor our school's founder, 

Professor Charles S. Roller, Sr. on a date near his 9 May 

birthday. That is why we gather each year in the Stone Church 
Cemetery to recognize this great man’s foresight. 


2014 is also the 100" anniversary of the start of World War One though 
the United States did not become actively involved in the war until 1917. 
The war took the lives of eight AMA alumni and saw Charles S. 
Roller, Jr., later General Roller, go off to France to serve with the 
doughboys. 


We will also remember the heroism of our alumni who fought in the 
Second World War just six weeks before the 70" anniversary of 
the D-Day landings on 6 June 1944 where three of our alumni were killed or 
died later of wounds received. 


2014 is sadly the 30" anniversary of our school's closing. Cadets came back to Fort 
Defiance in January of 1984 to find that our little school was closed forever. The 
dream of Professor Roller, who began teaching Confederate veterans up by 
the Stone Church just four months after the Civil War ended in April of 1865, 
had lasted for one hundred nineteen years during which time 13,000 young 
men had profited from "the AMA experience." 


The Founder's Day Chairman is Chris Meek who is one 
of those from the Class of 1984 who saw his dreams 
perish, yet here he will be honoring those who 
went before and stamping our legacy with a 

fresh legitimacy. 


Founder s Day services will be held 
at {100 on Saturday 26 April 
in the Stone Church Cemetery. 

In case of bad weather, the 
ceremonies will be held in 

the sanctuary of the Stone 


Church. 
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SIGN UP EARLY FOR REUNION AND SAVE! 


Get your blue registration form in before 10 Mareh and you can save $50 per couple! 
Save $25 for a single registration. Fill out the blue form now, put it in the pre- 
addressed envelope, apply a Forever or 49 cent stamp and get it in the mail. If you are 
using a credit card, you can FAX it in. However you do it, beat the price increase that 
takes effect on 10 March! 


Use the order form below to purchase a paver or pavers to be installed in front of the AMA Alumni 
House/Museum. Perhaps remember a teacher who changed your life. Honor a roommate or other AMA 
friend. Pay tribute to a member of the military service. Your tribute will be there in perpetuity, your 
message laser cut into the brick. Years from now, it will remain long after we are all gone. Place an 
order now so that your paver can be installed before the reunion. 


P A A O|a}0}e Al FO} Debit or credit card number 


Expiration date Security number 


Signature (required) 


Fill in the blanks below. PLEASE PRINT! Only one order per form, please. Copy this form to order additional 
pavers. When you buy a paver you support the AMA Museum, our scholarships and The Bayonet. 


Your name Class if an AMA alumnus 
Address City, State, ZIP 


Phone ( ) - E-mail address 


WHAT SIZE PAVER DO YOU WANT? 8" X 8" ($100) 4" X 8" ($50) 
Please PRINT what you want on your engraved brick, below. 
Maximum lettering: 4" X 8" - Three lines of 12 characters each 
8" X 8" - Five lines of 12 characters each 


Punctuation marks and spaces 
count as characters! 

Make check payable to: 

AMA Alumni Foundation 
Mail to: P. O. Box 100 

Fort Defiance, VA 24437 


